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COMMODORE’S 
COMMENTS
This has been the absolutely best 
summer ever at the Buffalo Yacht Club! 
Everything came together very nicely 
this year: the weather, the clubhouse 
and of course our management team 
and staff.

Once the weather broke this spring 
it just got better and better with more 
warm sunny days than I can ever 
remember.  It was a fun, competitive 
racing season with very few race 
cancellations due to no wind or too 
much wind.  Foul weather gear was 
put on the boat this spring and it pretty 
much stayed stored away all season.  I 
don’t think we experienced rain during 
racing more than a couple times all 
summer.

Although we didn’t have much rain 
all summer, we did have some extremes 
of wind.  The Queen City Regatta and 
Mayor’s Cup weekend was a perfect 
example of this.  For the Saturday course 
racing we has some medium to strong 
wind to start and got off one really fun 

race. The second race started off with a 
fresh wind that quickly built to about 30 
knots and big waves and was eventually 
abandoned.  There were plenty of good 
stories of carnage to be shared at the 
party that night.  Sunday’s Mayors 
Cup started out with almost no wind 
and eventually turned into a very nice 
spinnaker run back to Buffalo.  All in all, 
a great weekend of racing!

Shoreside, the clubhouse is better than 
ever.  We now have a really cool bar on 

the upper deck, outside.  The face of the 
bar is constructed of some really unique 
specialty stainless steel with a backlit 
cutout of the BYC logo.  If you haven’t 
had a cocktail there after dark, you need 
to very soon.  It’s awesome!

Even though the boating season is 
over, there are still a lot of good reasons 
to be at the BYC.  We’ve got some Buffalo 
Bills parties coming up and what better 

Point Abino Basin—2016. Thanks to Tim Hunt for this great picture.



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100  
Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888   www.vannerinsurance.com

We Know Boats!
Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@vannerinsurance.com)
for personal attention
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place to watch a Sabres game than at 
Club.  We recently had a painting night 
where a number of masterpieces were 
created and upcoming parties include 
Octoberfest, Halloween, a Whisky 
Tasting night and of course First 
Fridays.  And, don’t forget the BYC as a 
place to have your holiday party. 

None of this great summer would 
have been possible without the efforts 
of our Board members, the committees 
and of course the management team 
and staff at the Club.  Our Club Manager 
Sam DePasquale has just completed six 
months in his new position and he and 
his team have done a great job.  The 

club looks great, the parties have been 
fun and well attended and the food is 
awesome! 

I’m certainly looking forward to 

spending a lot of time at the BYC this 
fall and winter.  See you soon!

Jim Kondziela
—Commodore

Sean McElroy & Starr Ockenga               Robert & Kristin Armstrong & kids

         Christian & Justin Gugliuzza         Peter Quartararo

MEMBERSHIP
The following new members joined the Buffalo Yacht Club since the last issue of The 
BINNACLE: Social: Starr Ockenga & Sean McElroy, Suzanne Fatta & Michael Benner, 
Peter Quartararo; Intermediate: Robert & Kristin Armstrong; Pt. Abino: Del Voth; 
Junior: Christian Gugliuzza, Justin Gugliuzza.  Changing  classification were Active 
to Social: Anthony Piccione; Active to Retired Active: Daniel Hunt; Social to Associate: 
Eileen Ryan; Intermediate to Non-Resident: Amanda Dollinger; Crew to Non-Resident: 
Joshua Perlstein. Resignations were accepted with regret from Denise Roche, John 
O’Hear, Michael Straeck, Joseph & Shiela Kowalski, Pat & Cindy Curran, Kathleen 
Jordan, Norman & Shiela Rebstock, Donna Murray, Jonathan O’Connor, James 
Caesar, and James Stephenson. We mourn the death of Joseph E. Ryan. 
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VICE COMMODORE’S 
COMMENTS
I’m writing this on Friday, the day 
before the Buffalo Basin Work Party.  
That means, not only am I late (again) 
with my Binnacle deadline, but I’m also 
late removing my boat from the BYC 
premises.  Lucky for me, I’m off today, 
so, first, I write this piece, and, second, I 
motor over to Erie Basin for a quick gas-
up and pump-out, and then amble over 
to RCR for the inevitable haul-out.  Plus, 
there’s still boat beer in the fridge….

I’ve got an excuse—it’s been a great 
year and I’m not ready to give up yet.  
While it may have been a lousy year to 
be a farmer, it was a great year to be a 
BYCer.  The boating was superb and so 
were the regattas and parties.  

So let’s talk a bit about what makes for 
a fine BYC experience.  The Club claims 
no responsibility for the weather but 
your increased support of our dining 
room and our events attests to increased 
member satisfaction with our services.  
As Jim Kondziela puts it, “We’ve got 
the right people in the right jobs.”  Our 
Club Manager, Sam DiPasquale, has 
justifiably earned praise and respect 
both from Club members and from 
its staff.  Chef Dave Miller is turning 
out toothsome victuals and Banquet 
Director Christine Storfer has taken 
our catering operation to a whole new 
level.  In fact, we’re so successful, we’re 
actually making money.

So now let’s talk about money.  We’re 
making money but not crazy hands-
over-fists amounts of money and 
certainly not at your expense.  So what 
goes into how we set menu pricing?  I 
just went online to check the price of 

an Applebee’s burger.  It’s ten bucks.  
Ours is twelve.  It’s bigger, it’s blended 
on premises, we don’t upcharge you 
for cheese or other fixings and it comes 
with fries.  It’s simply a better burger.  
And that’s what we do—we try to 
hit the sweet spot between price and 
quality.  

While this has been a great year for 
boating, it hasn’t been so hot for the 
restaurant business.  New NYS tipped 
worker regs sent our labor costs up ten 
percent.  Our food costs, particularly 
for fresh fish, are also way up, again 
almost ten percent.  But we don’t want 
to take you back to frozen steaks and 
frozen shrimp and bagged salad greens.  
Instead, we try to smart source our food 
and buy from such local purveyors 
as Plato Dale Farm.  Further, we’re 
constantly on the lookout for entrees 
and small plates that you’ll find both 
interesting and wallet-friendly.  Our 
current dinner menu features some 

seven items priced under the all-critical 
twenty dollar threshold, and that’s not 
even considering our grill menu.

What does the future hold?  We know 
that costs aren’t likely to reduce, much 
like with our own civilian lives.  As 
fall and the holiday season approach, 
watch for a new menu featuring hearty 
seasonal favorites.  Look for theme food 
events for the midweeks and look for a 
continued emphasis on evening specials 
at that twenty dollar range.  We’re 
getting a pretty decent sense of what the 
Club wants from its dining operation.  
We want to make sure that the basics 
of excellent pub fare continue, but we 
also want the option of a fine dining 
experience.  Your support this summer 
suggests that we’re getting good at this.  
Thank you.  The best is yet to come.

Ros Park
—Vice Commodore

Merrily Kuhn’s and Jim Kulwick’s J-120 StormWarning is sporting new colors this season. Un-
fortunately they’re  a little hard to appreciate when the boat is in its slip at the Buffalo Basin. Storm 
Warning also made the trip up the Lake to Detroit this August to race in the J-120 Championship 
Regatta.

C-ME MARINE SALES

Your One-Stop Marine
Supply Store Since 1947

America's Largest Selection
at Guaranteed Lowest Prices

1850 Hertel Ave. 837-5232

John E. Roberts Funeral Home
Providing WNY’s low cost, high quality 

funeral and cremation service

James J. Roberts

www.jerfh.com     jerfh@aol.com

1357-1361 Hertel Ave.
Bu�alo, N.Y. 14216

280 Grover Cleveland Hwy.
Amherst, N.Y. 14226

716 873-3478      716 874-3377
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REAR COMMODORE’S 
COMMENTS
What a year — new docks, new deck, 
good parties and green grass all on a 
summer with very little rain!
I would like to thank all of the members 
who put in their time and effort into the 
deck project. The deck was the center 
of activity for the balance of the season. 
All of the furniture and grills were 
purchased through donation from slip 
holders and other members. The old 
deck was removed so we could dredge 
under the north dock, this was required 
to prevent damage of the new docks 
when they were installed.

Please come up to enjoy Point Abino 
next year. Social members can come 
up with their boats and spend a few 
weekends. All you have to do is call 
or e-mail Ruth at the Point for a dock 
reservation by Thursday. Checking in 
with Canada customs is easy, there is 
a phone in the Gate House to use. It is 
recommended that every member fly 
their Buffalo Yacht Club burgees so 
everyone will identify you as a Club 
member. Burgees are available from the 
front office.

A reminder that there is no waiting list 
for a seasonal slip at Point Abino and the 
average wait time for a slip in Buffalo is 
less than two years.

I would like to thank all the members 
that helped me this year, there is not 
enough space to list them all: Mike Kraft 
for designing and installing the pump 
that we use for watering the lawn (it 
uses lake water); Bill Cox for making 
sure that the sprinklers were on every 
day; Manny Gambacorta for heading 
up the new deck project; Mike Jordan 

for the new dock project and help on 
the deck. This names just a few of the 30 
plus who helped me this year.

Back about 1952 I had an 8-foot pram 
with a 1.5HP Neptune Mighty Mite, 
and as I was the only boy with a motor 
on my boat that made me a BMOC. As 
I look back at this I do not think they 
make a motor this small any more — 
things have changed. In 1956 we raced 
wood dinghies. In Junior Sailing the 

following year the club purchased two 
Tech Dinghies to start the Tech Dinghy 
Junior Sailing fleet that grew to 12 plus 
boats. As I got older, girls became as 
interesting as boats so walks to the west 
shore became a routine after boating at 
the end of the day.

Charlie Obersheimer
—Rear Commodore

Heating  •  Air Conditioning  •  Sheet Metal 
Fabrication  •  Light and Heavy Gauge

873-6320
873-3440

CHARLES R. VOIT
“A Man for All Seasons”

167 Southwood Drive
Kenmore, NY  14223

Become an Advertiser!
The BINNACLE welcomes

new advertisers.
 

This size ad for 4 quarterly issues 
will cost you $300.

Call the Club O�ce at(716) 883-5900

 

Eric Jordan waterskiing

Katherine Dunbar Connor Dunbar

Labor Day Fun at Bay Beach raft-up — thanks to Liz Jordan for the pix
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BOATING EDUCATION 
REPORT

 TJ Wright
Fall sailing in front of the BYC grew 

this season with a record enrollment of 
90 participants.  64 of these sailors are 
WNY high schoolers and 26 of them are 
from the UB sailing club.  This season we 
introduced a new varsity sailing team at 
Nichols School bringing our total varsity 
teams to three schools includ-
ing Buffalo Seminary and St. 
Joseph’s Collegiate Institute.  

Our students come from 
a total of 20 different WNY 
schools this year.  Students 
are from these schools: SEM, 
St. Joes, Nichols, Canisius, 
Orchard Park, Williamsville 
North, Sacred Heart, City 
Honors, Williamsville East, 
Frontier, Lewiston Porter, 
Transit Middle, St. Bene-
dicts, Nardin, Fredonia, Clar-
ence, Newfane, Springville, 
and WNY Maritime Charter 
School.

Since the start of organized 
high school sailing we have 
prepared many students to 
sail on college teams.  Even 
the students not sailing are 
gaining life skills from the 
program as we encourage 
good sportsmanship and self-
reliance.  

Your support of our pro-
gram through your generous 
donations to the BYC Foun-
dation is directly impacting 
the lives of these young sail-
ors.  The Foundation owns all 
of the boats that we use for 
our program.  We need new 
boats to continue to support 
the youth sailing because 
their constant use has worn 
them down.  Our fleet of 18 
dinghies was purchased from 
the Hobart Sailing Team in 
2011 where they were also 
used frequently.  We want to 
thank all of the members who 
make monthly or yearly con-
tributions to the Foundation 
because your support keeps 
this program afloat!  For 
more information about how 
to contribute please contact 
me at boatinged@buffaloy-
achtclub.org or 716-440-8074.

We also want to thank all of the BYC 
members who have helped us out this 
year through lending their personal 
boats and their guidance.  Many mem-
bers helped with the adult sailing this 
season by taking out their boats on 
Thursday nights with our students and 
coaches.  Adam Masters, Bob Dobmei-
er, Mike Barry, & Mark Pagano all lent 

their keelboats as our sailing classrooms 
this summer!  Bill Bredenberg, John 
Tracy, and Paul Grenauer also all lent 
their power boats to help this season.  
Thank you to everyone who helped us 
this year!  With all of your help we have 
trained a total of 204 students this sea-
son.
Thanks to TJ Wright for the pix
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LEWIN AND SLEDGE 
HAMMER TAKE J 120 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Tom Lewin sailed Sledge Hammer to 
overall victory on August 20-21 on 
Lake St. Clair  at the J 120 National 
Championship Regatta sponsored  by the 
Bayview Yacht Club, Detroit, Michigan. 
Sledge Hammer was accompanied on the 
trip to Detroit by Merrily Kuhn’s/Jim 
Kulwicki’s Storm Warning which also 
entered the regatta.

Detroit J-120 National 
Championship 

By Doug Bienko

Sledge Hammer’s stellar crew: Tom 
Lewin—helm and check writer, Mark 
Christensen (Crusty) —tactician, 
Tommy Lewin—pit, Tony Alexander—
bow, Pat Augello—main trimmer, Peter 
(Louis) Johnson—mast, Larry (Juan) 
Militello—utility, Mike Augello—
trimmer and Doug Bienko—trimmer.

We went out and practiced on 
Thursday in about ten knots of wind, a 
lot of tacks and jibes, sets and douses. A 
lot. Good practice though. We were all 
pretty tired, but after several attempts 
we learned a new jibe technique that 
was a big addition to our arsenal.

Friday  forecast was for light winds. 
Not very accurate as it started at 12 
knots and increased all day. First race 
we did not have a great start but rallied 
and scored a second. Pretty good fleet, 
the first to last placed boats were about 
3 minutes apart. Second race we blew 
the start, went to wrong side,  and 
were 14th at the top mark. We fought 
hard, and picked off boats to finish 6th. 
Happy to get there. Third race saw J 
Hawker absolutely launched off the start, 
we watched their transom all race, and 
ended in second. Last race Lewin had 
his best start of the day, and we held off 
everybody for first. Great way to end the 
day. So Saturday morning while waiting 
for the breakfast to be made we sit in 

first place for the regatta with 11 points, 
with Night Moves in second with 20. We 
need to be good day again. We knew 
these guys would be gunning for us.  
Mike Augello and I were just discussing 
how beat up we are. Big boat racing with 
short courses, all windward/leeward. 
Ouch. 

Crusty showed us a new start 
technique, second row, we were not 
unrolling a headsail until 30 seconds 
before the start, 45 seconds from the 
boat. So we second row start, tack 
immediately after the boat, go right, 
and first at top mark. This was Saturday, 
worked out pretty well, as we finished 
third, first, second and then first. 

Another great finish to the day. The 
breeze built all day, we finished the 
last race in 23 knots or so. Then we did 
a “Champaign race” after – back to 
Bayview Yacht Club. 6 boats on a beam 
reach within a boat length of each other, 
25 to 30 knots of wind speed. Everybody 
had huge grins on their faces. What a 
blast. We took a second, and thought 
we missed the prize of 2 pitchers of 
hummers. Look it up, Bayview and 
hummers. The race chair decided that 
because 2 of the top 3 boats had their 
prongs out. (Spin pole) so all of the top 
three had to share. Marlene asked me 
how I felt this morning, and I told her, 
like a 58 year old doing a young man’s 

RCR
Y AC H T S

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  DOCKING  •  STORAGE

www.rcryachts.com

RCR Buffalo Marina:
284 FUHRMANN BLVD., BUFFALO, NY  14203

(716) 856-6314

Dealers for
 • Alerion
 • Beneteau 
 • J/boats
 • Back Cove
 • C & C

"Serving the Buffalo Boating Community for 44 years"
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job on the boat. Every part of my body 
hurts. Well one more day, scheduled  for 
three races, in 20 knots forecast.  Gonna 
hurt tomorrow again.  At least we get to 
start with the number three today. And 
Crusty has been grinding for us – and 
that helps, a lot.  

Well, we did it. Very sporty weather, 
actual waves, and 13 to 20 knots of wind 
, mostly 20.

 First race we grabbed the lead at 
the first mark and held on for a first. 
Second race bad start and in traffic most 
of race, I blew a jibe by letting out the 
chute too far and we had a wrap that 
made us drop and rehoist a new kite. 
That cost us a lot of position, at the 

end of that maneuver  we were 14th. 
We fought hard to get back into it, and 
ended 11th for that race. Darn, no throw 
outs allowed for this event. Night Moves 
(Bob Segar’s old boat) the closest to us 
in standings was 2nd. That closed the 
gap between us to 5 points. Scary. We 
talked briefly after the race and I would 
not want to race against this crew after 
that. We started strong, and after 4 legs 
were in second behind J-Hawker, as the 
race committee liked to end the day on 
an upwind leg, and we passed J-Hawker 
after a lot of hard work. We liked to end 
the day with a first – hah. 

So we are the new North American 
Champions of the J-120 class. It was a 

great regatta, I want to thank the J-120 
class organization, the Bayview Yacht 
Club and their great employees and 
members, the race committee, and all 
the great volunteers that make great 
regattas happen.

Of course I want to thank the delivery 
crew – Ken Bienko (both ways! Glutton 
for punishment), Louis Johnson, Rich 
Walker, Ken Gibbons, Kevin Nugent, 
Kate Little, Larry Militello, Doug 
Bienko and Tom Lewin, without them, 
we could not have done it!

All photos provided by Doug Bienko
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New Deck at Point Abino Proves Popular   —pix courtesy of Ruth Sparks
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Old 
Photo 
Album
These pictures of the 
Buffalo Yacht Club 
date to the early 1900s 
when the Clubhouse 
was located physically 
“at the Foot of Porter 
Avenue. ”

The top picture is 
looking east from the 
Clubhouse; the bridge 
over the Erie Canal is 
at the right. 
The second picture 
shows the Clubhouse, 
built in 1893, alongside 
the boardwalk which 
separated it from the 
digging activity of the 
water intake tunnel 
and construction of the 
Ward Pumping Station 
(third picture).

The map section is 
from an atlas dated 
1915.
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FLEET CAPTAIN’S 
COMMENTS
What a wonderful summer we’ve had.  
It’s been hot, humid, breezy and dry.  
Maybe a bit too dry but, it’s been great 
that we have a front row seat to the 
waterfront and the prevailing breeze off 
the lake to cool us off.  I want to thank all 
the BYC Staff at both Buffalo and Point 
Abino stations for working so hard 
to make our summer enjoyable.  Both 
basins had a lot of great activities and 
very few problems.  That didn’t happen 
by accident.  Kudos to the staff!

Thanks to Doug Bienko and his Regatta 
Committee and Jim Kulwicki and his 
Entertainment Committee, we’ve also 
had several outstanding regattas and 
parties.  Kudos to all involved with 
those, as well.

I also want to thank Doug and Jason 
Dziadzio for investigating the potential 
issues under the Buffalo Dry Sail 
parking area.  We’re finally getting some 
real data to help us gauge the severity of 
the problem. 

Here are a few other items:
Slip Trading and 2017 Slip Request 

Forms— As the rest of new slips have 
now been installed at Pt. Abino, there 
have been a few members who have 
agreed to swap slips for various reasons.  

As the new Slip Request forms come 
in the mail, please be sure to double 
check the form accurately reflects the 
appropriate slip number.  

Porter Security— Unfortunately, I 
have to report that we’ve had multiple 
incidents of theft in the Buffalo basin.  
It’s been many years since we’ve had any 
issues.  Three boats against the Porter 
Avenue wall have been victimized with 
one being entered on three separate 
occasions.  We suspect this is one thief 
seeing an easy target.  In response, we 
have repaired all of the barbed wire at 
the top of the fence and aimed the lights 
on the clubhouse roof to better light up 
the basin.  If you see anything or have 
had any incidents of your own, please 
report it.

While the boating season may be 
coming to a close, please remember the 
club still offers great food and friends.  

Come down and enjoy the club and all 
of its facilities.  

Work Parties have been scheduled for 
the Buffalo Basin on October 15th and 
at Point Abino on October 22nd. Many 
hands make for easy work; I hope to see 
you there!

And the last boating season event, 
Trophy Night,  will take place on 
Saturday, November 12th. It’s always 
a great wind-up for the season. Please 
come!

Mike Barry
—Fleet Captain

Modern Dentistry
in the Heart of Snyder
4498 Main St 839.1546 Mike & Michelle Augello

Jack W. Hunt & Associates, Inc.
The exclusive providers of
the Perfect Transcript™ 
Court Reporting • iPad Realtime 
Photocopying • Video Services

Video Conferencing  

Principals—
Kevin R. Hunt

PC Timothy M. Hunt

716-853-5600

See us on the Web at www.jwhcorp.com

424 Main Street 
Suite 1120 Liberty Building

Buffalo, NY  142021-800-309-2020

First	to	do	LASIK	&	Laser	Cataract	surgery	
in	Western	New	York!	

Set your sails for clearer vision!
We are always accepting new patients

www.ichte.com

Adult sailing lesson at Porter Avenue

Joseph E. Ryan, Social member since 
1993, died June 11, 2016.  He was a 
former Buffalo city planning chief 
and veterans advocate. We extend 
the Club’s deep sympathy to his wife 
Eileen.
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One of our younger members 
enjoying the upper deck on 

a beautiful summer evening. 
Thanks to the Commodore for 

submitting this picture.
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FUNDING OF 
BYC’S SAILING 
PROGRAMS STILL 
A MUST!
It you haven’t yet helped your 
Club in this important community 
project, now is the time to take 
action! Your generous contributions 
to purchase and maintain the boats 
and equipment used for education 
qualify as a charitable tax deduction.

We recommend the “easy” 
way of giving — giving Mike 
Scheid in the BYC business 
office a call and signing up 
for a monthly tax-exempt 
contribution to be added to your 
BYC bill. At the end of each year 
you will receive a statement 
of your year’s contributions 
for income tax reporting. The 
Buffalo Yacht Club Foundation, 
Inc. received its entitlement in 
summer 2012 to collect donations 
that are exempt from income 
taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code.

Of course if you would prefer 
to make a single donation, the 
procedure is just as easy: send your 
check, payable to Buffalo Yacht Club 
Foundation, Inc., to the Buffalo Yacht 
Club, One Porter Avenue, Buffalo, 
NY 14201-1097. All contributions 
will be recognized by letter which 
becomes your tax deduction record.


