
Buffalo Yacht ClubVol. CI, No.  2 July 2016

COMMODORE’S 
COMMENTS
Summer is here with a bang.  We’ve 
already had several days with high 
temperatures in the 90’s and for the 
most part we’ve had favorable winds.  
Let’s hope this continues through the 
next couple months.

The last few months have seen a lot of 
positive things at the BYC from new staff 
to several facility upgrades.  We now 
have a new, more permanent Sunbrella 
canopy on the upper deck along with 
some great outdoor lounge furniture.  
Coming soon is a moveable bar that 
will also be located on the upper deck. 
If you haven’t yet tried out the new and 
improved upper deck, then you don’t 
know what you’re missing. Try it soon.  
It’s the best place to be in Buffalo on a 
nice summer evening, or afternoon, or 
weekend, or pretty much anytime!

The parties this summer have been 
awesome and the BYC has been busier 
than I can remember in a while.  One 
recent night we had a member party 
event, a junior sailing get-together, an 

over-the-top boat naming/de-naming 
ceremony/party and member dining all 
occurring simultaneously.  It was great 
to see so much activity and energy. The 
Havana Night party was a huge success 
with a full-house, great food and a band 
that really got the place rockin’.  The 

Erie Dover party was another success, 
and there are more parties to come!  Plan 
on attending the upcoming bourbon 
tasting and be ready for a kickin’ 
Octoberfest party.  A big thank you to 
Sam, Christine, Chef Dave and their 
COMMODORE — continued on page 2



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100  
Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888   www.vannerinsurance.com

We Know Boats!
Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@vannerinsurance.com)
for personal attention
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staff for doing a great job!
The Queen City and Mayor’s Cup 

Regatta is coming soon.  We’ll have 
racing at the Point on Saturday August 
13th with a party in the evening and 
we’ll race back to Buffalo on Sunday the 
14th.  Bring your boat up on Friday and 
plan on attending the party on Saturday. 
Non-sailors are encouraged to come to 
the Point, watch the racing and attend 
the party.

Let’s take advantage of all that the BYC 
has to offer for the rest of our summer.  
See you at the Club and on the water.

Jim Kondziela
—Commodore

COMMODORE — continued from page 1

RAW BAR REGATTA
Doug Bienko

We had great conditions for the J/22 & J/70 Raw Bar regatta the weekend 
of July16-17, although it started light and shifty Saturday morning. The 
breeze built to almost perfect conditions by the third race of 5 we got in for 
the day. Sunday was very nice and we got in the last 3 scheduled races, with 
the outcome in doubt until the penultimate 8th race of the regatta, with Chris 
Doyle on Jug 41 finishing first, which sealed the regatta for him. Bad News with 
Mike Marshall was second, and Travis Odenbach aboard Seabags Sailing Team 
was third. Our own Adam Masters on his Train Wreck sailed a great regatta 
finishing sixth. 19 boats competed, our best entry total in some time. Most 
of the competitors indicated they will be back next year for the J/22 North 
American Championship hosted by the Buffalo Yacht Club for the second 
time. Those that attended the party will attest to the great job our staff did 
with 200 or so guests, all had a great time, and a great meal. Kudos to the 
entertainment committee for the decorations and great band.  Thanks to our 
sailing sponsors, Towne Automotive Group, and Hadley Exhibits for helping 
us with this great event, And Bob and Joanne Irhig, Flo Vach, Mike McGhee, 
Bobbi Haines, Chuck Chilcott, Tom Gaffney, Caroline Gross, Nancy Robinson, 
Diana Augspurger, Tom Lewin, and Jamie Clement for their absolutely 
professional race management. Thanks to our Race Chair Patrick Weisansal II 
and the regatta committee for getting the entry’s. As usual everyone is invited 
to participate in all of the regatta parties, come on out and have fun!
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Neil R. Farmelo, 38-year BYC 
member, passed away May  16, 
2016. His wife Doris died last 
November.  A lawyer, community 
leader and philanthropist, Neil 
and his younger sons John and 
Allen were active on the Club’s 
racing scene for the following 
decade, sailing the 33’ Tartan-
Ten Square Cut, the 26’ Bristol 
Abino, the 37’ Tartan Allegro and 
the J/22 Wild Rumpus. When son 
John joined  the BYC in 1999, Neil 
and John shared ownership in the 
26’ J/80 Bald Peanuts. We extend 
the Clubs condolences to sons 
David (Jean), John (Laura) and 
Allen (Shelley Wollert); daughters 
Laura and Martha (Alan) Ciblis; 
and five grandchildren over their 
loss.

VICE COMMODORE’S 
COMMENTS
 Now is truly the best of 
times.  The drought that farmers and 
fastidious folks with nice lawns abhor 
is our boating blessing.  (Don’t get me 
started on this season’s extreme wind, 
though….).  Rain, shine or tempest, 
your Club is bustling away.  There is 
always something happening and one 
of the reasons is that you’re visiting 
more frequently.

 Dining is probably at an all-
time high, certainly on the basis of 
quality food, thoughtfully prepared and 
capably served.  Our new summer menu 
helps assure timely service even on the 
busiest nights—and some of them have 
been quite busy indeed.  You’re taking 
to our refreshed Upper Deck and there 
are more developments to come.  

Sam and Christine are attending to all 
the little details that create an atmosphere 
that strikes the perfect balance between 
professional and casual.  You may have 
noticed details such as the servers’ 
crisp white shirts—a better look and 
accomplished at a savings.  I hope that 
you haven’t noticed that Sam has also 
hired a new grease removing contractor, 
and again at a significant savings.  (We 

also get steam-cleaned pipes out of that 
deal, too.)  Soon, with our enhanced Wi 
Fi and rehabbed website, you’ll be able 
to make reservations online.  Thank 
Dave Straitiff and his team for that one.  
Christine is a woman possessed as she’s 
transformed the Club into a formidable 
catering option for weddings and 
special events.  In fact, she works so 
hard that she worked herself into the 
hospital this last week.  She’s fine and 
back now but one of the revelations of 
her unplanned vacation was the way 
that our Michael Scheid, stepped up, 
stood in and handled our catered events 
with the same poise and professionalism 
as Christine.

As Doug Bienko notes, this last 
weekend’s J/22 Regatta was a 
resounding success.  What he was too 
modest to note is that this year reflected 
a fleet almost twice the size as last year’s 
regatta.  Furthermore, the attendance 
at Saturday’s Raw Bar was well over 
200 hungry people, easily more than 
double last year.  By midnight, some of 

you were still dancing, although Arthur 
Murray would have been appalled.  
Even the next morning, some 35 or so 
weary souls staggered out of their boats 
for Eggs Benedict (and Bloody Mary’s) 
on the wall.  Thank Louis Johnson for 
that one.

What you’re witnessing is a special 
moment in BYC history, a time when 
we have the right people in the right 
jobs, where we have Club committees 
cooperating and consulting with 
each other (Kudos to Jim Kulwicki’s 
Entertainment Committee), and where 
you the Club members are responding 
with your increased participation.  As 
I always say, the Club is a two million 
dollar operation dedicated to one 
objective—your pleasure.  So thanks for 
enjoying yourselves an see you at the 
Club!

Ros Park
—Vice Commodore

Raft-up at Point Abino on the Fourth of July
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Past Commodore Harold K. Allen
Harold K. (“Lefty”) Allen, BYC Commodore in 1983, passed away 
June 15, 2016 in his Hamburg home. Harold and his late wife Victoria 
(“Vicky”) joined the BYC in 1977,  Harold retiring from a career as an art 
teacher and buying the 30-foot Columbia sloop Wild Duck after sailing 
on smaller  boats in the Niagara River. Lefty and his late brother Gordan 
also operated Allen Marine Salvage Service, an underwater contracting 
company, from 1952 until 1992. Elected to the BYC Board of Directors, 
Lefty served as Fleet Captain in 1980, Rear Commodore in 1981, Vice 
Commodore in 1982 and Commodore in 1983. In 1999 Lefty and Vicky 
replaced Wild Duck with an Australian-built Drascombe lugger which 
they named Wee Duck. They retired from sailing in 2008 upon building a 
new house in Hamburg. Lefty was always building something; he raised 
his sons in a house he built in Amherst and subsequently built a winter 
house in Ellicottville close to the ski slopes, and reconditioned a summer 
residence at Point Abino near the Buffalo Yacht Club’s summer station. 
Vicky passed away in 2012. We extend the BYC’s profound condolences 
to sons Kurt and Douglas and their wives, three grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren over their loss.

REAR COMMODORE’S 
COMMENTS
Point Abino, what a summer!

The Point Abino station is open for all 
members. Please come up and enjoy the 
pool, deck, docks, kitchen, big room and 
the wonderful grounds. The balance of 
the new docks were installed, and it 
gives the whole basin a new look. Bring 
your family and friends. Please come 
up for the fun! 

Saturday, August 13th is the Mayors 
Cup race and dinner, Sunday is the race 
back to Buffalo.

Saturday, August 20th is a Pot luck 
Dinner and rafting party.

Saturday, August 27th is another Pot 
Luck Dinner.

Sunday, September 4th is the famous 
Labor Day Pancake Breakfast, and 

Monday will see the Fun Run to the 
Point with the Buffalo Canoe Club. It’s 
our turn to host this year and we will 
need help running this event; please 
volunteer to help us.

If you need anything done at Point 
Abino please ask me so I can put it on 
the list of projects.

As you come and go from the Basin 
please follow the Basin Rules especially 
Nos. 1 and 2 found on our web page. 
[Ed. Comment: This would be a good 
time to go to the web site (www.
buffaloyachtclub.org) and review the 
rules! ] With that information Ruth 
can do her job without causing any 
inconvenience to you or other members.

When I was growing up I stayed in 
the dorms at the Point, Yes there were 
men’s and women’s dorms. The men’s 
was where the lockers are now and it 

was one open room with bunk beds. On 
the weekends it was full but during the 
week it was only half full. The women’s 
dorm the other side of the big room 
had more privacy as they had rooms. 
There were a ton of kids for me to play 
with. On the rainy days we would play 
Monopoly in the dining room. If it was 
a rainy summer it would be set up all 
summer for us to play with. We would 
catch frogs that we let go in the dorms, 
and we’d go over to the other side of the 
Point to swim or walk to the BCC for ice 
cream or sail or — well the list seamed 

endless. I hope you have just as a good 
tine at the Point as I did and still do!

Charlie Obersheimer
—Rear Commodore
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REGATTA REPORT
Doug Bienko
News from The Interclub Cruise a.k.a. Erie 
Dover Race— Tom Lewin’s Sledgehammer won 
overall for the third time after a hard luck finish 
last year with 5 firsts in fleet, and 3 overall first 
place finishes. Your humble reporter served 
as navigator and sandwich cook as I am still 
recovering from shoulder surgery. But they 
were good sandwiches, and we did not go 
aground (this year)! Other notable BYC finishers 
were Jody Osinski’s Enchanted  finishing third 
overall and first in fleet. Merrily Kuhn and Jim 
Kulwicki’s Storm Warning finished fifth overall, 
and second in fleet. Bill Bredenberg’s Ketch Me 
Knot first overall on the Dover to Port Colborne 
race and first in fleet. Rob Fohl’s Barefoot was 
second in fleet. 

Lack of wind had the reverse PHRF on 
Independence Day a very short one, with Joe 
Gelsomino undefeated for the season in Little 
Sister, with Adam Masters’ Black Sheep a close 
second, and Mike Barry on Vinyasa rounding out 
the top three. Very close racing in the light stuff, 
and had Ted Johnson with Damn Yankee been 

close to starting on time he would have smoked the fleet. 

Coming up is the Queen City/Mayor’s Cup August 13 and 14, please get 
your entries in early, along with steak order. Still $25, BYOB. Reverse PHRF 
Labor Day edition is September 5th, you must register by 1100 hours to race. 
Obersheimer Cup is September 17th same deadline. As usual everyone is 
invited to participate in all of the regatta parties, come on out and have fun!

The crew of Sledgehammer

(below) Ritual’s skipper John Valley holds his earned flag.

Erie Dover fleet awaits the 
bridge at Port Dover to open
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THREE NEW BYC JUNIOR MEMBERS 
DEVELOPING SELF-NAVIGATING BOAT!
Thiru Vikram, Emilie Reynolds and Alexander Zhitelzeyf (from left) 
have formed Buffalo Automation Group to create an autonomous 
boat. As UB engineering students, they won a technology 
entrepreneurship competition at UB in April which awarded 
them startup capital and in-kind services to form their Buffalo-
based group. Vikram, a robotics and engineering whiz who was 
born in India, says his company is currently doing a pilot project 
that could  create the world’s first autonomous boat, opening up a 
multi-billion dollar market. The system will use data from onboard 
sensors and other marine navigation aids to recognize navigational 
hazards and automatically steer around them.

MEMBERSHIP
The following  new members joined the 
Buffalo Yacht Club since the last issue of 
The BINNACLE: Active: Ronald & Renee 
Rechan, Social: Lindy Korn, Leonard 
Chabot, Gary Neumann; Intermediate: 
Jonathan O’Connor; Pt. Abino: Donna 
Murray; Junior: Alexander Zhitelzeyf, 
Thiru Vikram, Emilie Reynolds, Cross 
Cordosi, James Lester, Mathew Murray, 
Sean Nash, Justin Slate, Connor Austin, 
Alex Tell. Changing classification 
were: Social to Active: Barry Goodin; 
Intermediate to Active: Adam Masters; 
Intermediate to Social: Justin Pomietlarz, 
Jennifer Hurley; Crew to Intermediate: 
Alex Remmes; Crew to Non-Resident: 
Jason Jordan; Junior to Non-Resident: 
Randall Neureuter; Junior to Crew: 
Nicole Eggert, Shawn Jordan, Jeff 
Markarian.  Resignations were accepted 
with regret from Peter Wilk, Michael 
Ferrante, Amy & Ken Olson, Mathew 
Pelkey, Brian Gwitt, Roger Ritzman, 
Stephen Downing, Roland Martin, 
Kenneth Bienko, Donald & Karen Wood. 
We mourn the deaths of Martin P. Attea, 
Barbara D. Moot, Veda Pusateri, Neil R. 
Farmelo, and Past Commodore Harold 
K. Allen.

Say Hello to our 
new members 
when you see 

them at the Club!
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BOATING EDUCATION REPORT
TJ Wright
With summertime upon us and fair winds ahead, we look forward to sailing 
around the Buffalo waterfront with kids and adults learning.  Young adults 
filled up the first session of adult lessons on Thursday nights and the first 
week of July kid’s sailing camp was full.  We took 47 students sailing in just 
the first week of July with Elmwood Franklin Schools camp visiting ours.  
The kids loved sailing and many said they want to sign up for our camp 
this summer.

This Summer we see so much interest in adult sailing that we asked 
members to help take these perspective members out on their boats.  On 
30-foot or bigger boats a few members have volunteered to help the club 
by hosting our class for a Thursday night while our Instructors teach the 
students.  This format is great for membership efforts because the adult 
students are meeting members and seeing a variety of boats from our 
Buffalo Basin.

With Summer enrollment open and growing we’ve applied to become 
a US SAILING Community sailing center which will help us with our 
advertising efforts.  As a Community Sailing Center we will continue to 
offer lessons to non-members for the same prices, but we’ll be recognized 
for our affordability and accessibility.  This designation will help us with 
recruiting more students into our program and will help bring more sailors 
into the club.

Campers enjoying one of 
the Foundation-owned 
J/22 sailboats.
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Commodore’s Breakfast — May 15, 2016
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Commodore’s Breakfast — May 15, 2016
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Members at the Commodore’s Breakfast — May 15, 2016
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Members at the Commodore’s Breakfast — May 15, 2016

Old Photo Album
This old photograph of the Buffalo Yacht 
Club Clubhouse from about 1900 could 
have been taken  on a Sunday afternoon 
around the beginning of the boating season. 
The Clubhouse stood on pilings in the 
southeast corner of the present basin. It was 
subsequently moved three times before 
settling on it’s present foundation ashore. 
Notice the ladies on the third deck — back 
then ladies were allowed in the Clubhouse 
only on Sundays and special occasions. A far 
cry from today!
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FLEET CAPTAIN’S 
COMMENTS
I grew up on Long Island and started 
sailing in 1976 when I was 12 years 
old.  Like most families, mine had 
little boating experience and I was 
always impressed with how the more 
experienced boaters came over to help or 
answer questions.  Since then, I‘ve been 
exposed to many yacht clubs around 
the U.S. and Canada and the great thing 
about club basins is that they are like 
friendly neighborhoods.  You know 
almost everyone in your home basin 
and almost everyone works together.  
Whether it’s just grabbing dock lines as 
someone comes in to the dock, tying off 
to you neighbors boat to keep both boats 
centered between fingers, checking all 
the boats during a storm, or some advice 
on how fix a problem, sail or power, 
boaters all have that common interest 
that bonds them together regardless of 
the social standing outside the club.  

I would like to express my thanks 
to those slip holders in the Buffalo 
basin that were willing to move their 
boats during the Lake Erie Interclub 
Cruise (a.k.a. Erie-Dover).  It was much 
appreciated.  Thanks you.

For our members who are without a 
boat, please feel free to walk the docks 
and ask the boaters questions.  Boat 
owners generally love to talk about 
boats and the club.  Please keep in mind 
that most parties, whether associated 
with a regatta or not, are open to all 
members and not just the boat owners.  
Boat owner, or not, we joined a club 
because we like to socialize.  

I’m happy to report that the new 
floating docks at Point Abino are doing 
exactly what we had hoped.  They are 
attracting more people to keep their 
boats at our basin.  This includes the 
signing of several new members.  At this 
time, we have only one 50’ slip, one 40’ 
slip, and a few T-docks available.  The 
basin is filling up and looking healthier 
by the week.  If you know of someone 
that might be interested in one of these 
docks, please have them contact the 
front office.

As many of you may have noticed, the 
wall by the dry sail area is bowing out.  
BYC Facilities Director Jason Dziadzio 
is looking at that.  He is working 
with Marine Specialty Engineers and 
Concrete Specialists to come up with 
a good long-tern solution.  If you start 
seeing contractors working in the 
parking lot, you’ll now know why.

Some items of note to boat owners 
whether you are currently in our basin, 
or not:
Speed Limits in Buffalo Harbor— I’m 
not referring to ‘No Wake’ zones.  The 
Coast Guard has informed me that 
they are concerned with on the water 
safety with the growth of kayak and 
paddle board rentals to inexperienced 
operators.  In response, they are in the 
process of finalizing their approach to 
enforcing speed limits in the Buffalo 
Harbor (6 mph on inner harbor water 
ways and 10 mph in the outer harbor).  
We should expect to see new signage 
and hear VHF radio announcements in 
the coming weeks.
Minor slip trading— As the rest of 
new slips have now been installed 
at Pt. Abino, there have been a few 
members who have agreed to swap 
slips for various reasons.  In most cases 
this was easily accomplished.  There 
was only one instance where a member 
was not cooperative in that ‘friendly 
neighborhood’ spirit and the swap was 
not executed.  Fortunately, someone 
else stepped up a good outcome was 
achieved.
Porter Security— Unfortunately, I have 
to report that we’ve had an incident of 
theft in the Buffalo basin.  This is the 
first in many years.  They broke into 
two boats against the Porter Avenue 
wall.  Fortunately, nothing of great 
value was stolen.  However, the incident 
has prompted the Basin Committee to 
revisit the topic of security at our next 
meeting on July 15th. 
Some Gentle Reminders—

1.  Please notify Ruth and Ben if you 
are leaving or entering your slip after 
an absence.  Basin rules require 24 hour 
notice.  This allows us to use the slips for 
slip hoppers and guests and allows us 
time to move them around, as needed.

2.  No swimming signs are posted in the 
basin for a reason.  Please take a minute 
to read the article “Understanding 
Electric Shock Drowning” from the 
Gowrie Group, which follows.  Thanks 
to Bob Kaine for submitting this.

3. If you have a problem with 
something in one of the basins, please 
contact me or the Club Manager.  Please 
be courteous to our staff.  Most likely, 
they are only following some direction 
provided by a board member or the 
Club Manager.

4.  Please do not park under or next to 
the hoists in the dry sail area.  Not only 
does this hinder other members ability 
to use the hoists, it also puts your car at 
risk of being dinged as they move the 
boats and trailers around.

The season is off to a great start.  With 
boats filling both basins, this is the time 
of year that the club really shows well.  
Please come down and enjoy the club 
and all of its facilities.  I hope I see you 
there!

Mike Barry
—Fleet Captain

Understanding Electric 
Shock Drowning

(Reprinted from the Gowrie Safety Report)

Soon boats will be launched, kids will be 
swimming, sailing programs will start, 
and marinas will be in full operation.  
With this in mind, now is a good time 
to increase your knowledge of Electric 
Shock Drowning (ESD). Many people 
have never heard of ESD, and those that 
have typically don’t realize the common 
situations that can be putting people at 
risk for ESD.
 
These common waterfront scenarios 
seem innocuous, however ESD should 
be considered as a risk in each of them.  

• A sailor cleaning their boat’s bottom 
before a weekend race.
• A powerboat owner swimming to 
inspect a new propeller while tied to 
the dock.
• A marina employee falling off a new 
dock. 
• A boat owner climbing out of the 
water using the metal ladder on their 
swim platform.
• A group of kids jumping off a 
marina dock and using the marina’s 
emergency escape ladders to get out.
• An orange extension cord draped 
across a lake dock to charge a ski 
boat’s battery.  
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What exactly is Electric Shock 
Drowning?  ESD is caused by alternating 
current (AC) flowing through fresh 
water encountering a human body.  The 
current tries to pass through the body 
and causes skeletal muscular paralysis, 
which ultimately results in a drowning. 
The electricity tends to enter the water 
from an electric fault from a nearby dock 
or marina’s wiring, or from a boat that is 
connected to a power supply.  Often, the 
electric fault occurring from the boat is 
intermittent and only leaks current into 
the water when a switch is flipped and 
an electrical device cycles on.    
 
Why have I never heard of this?  ESD 
is a relatively new problem, given 
that 20 years ago very few docks were 
powered.  Given the prevalence of 
electric boat lifts, lights, and shore-
power connections on docks of all sizes 
and at nearly every marina, the risk 
of ESD is real today. In the 80’s it was 
commonly considered safe to dive off a 
dock without a thought of ESD.  Today, 
the common summertime activity of 
swimming off a dock or diving under a 
boat can result in a tragedy. 
 
Fresh vs. Salt Water. While ESD can 
occur in salt water environments, the 
risk is much higher in fresh water bodies 
of water (lakes, ponds, rivers) because 
of differences in conductivity. Salt water 
naturally has a high conductivity and 
low resistance, so leaking current in 
water tends to go around a human body 
to stay in the low resistant salt water.  In 
fresh water, which has low conductivity 

and high resistance, the electrical fault or 
current seeks a path of lower resistance 
to get back to its source - and a human 
body can serve as this low resistance 
path.  Fresh water is nearly 70x more 
resistive than salt water.
 
Tiny Amounts can be Deadly. In fresh 
water, minute amounts of leaking 
alternating current can kill.  Just 15 
milliamps (mA) can cause skeletal 
muscular paralysis, while 100 mA 
can cause death with a few seconds.  
(Captain David Rifkin, USN retired)
 
Faulty Wiring.  Many times, it is later 
discovered that the leaking current in an 
ESD resulted from faulty wiring done by 
an amateur, which did not meet marine 
code.  The marine codes in play are 
NFPA 303 (Fire Protection Standard for 
Marinas and Boatyards), NFPA 70, and 
National Electric Code 555 (NEC). Often 
boats not wired in accordance with 
standards set forth by the American 
Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC) can be a 
source of AC leakage.  
 
Ed Sherman, a certified master technician 
and Vice President and Education 
director at the ABYC shared with 
Gowrie Group his recommendations 
related to marine wiring and reducing 
ESD risk:
 “One of the most common sources of AC 
ground faults on boats are on-board water 
heaters that have developed electrical leakage 
in their heating elements. This is not enough 
to trip a fuse or circuit breaker, but it is 
definitely enough to present a potentially 
dangerous level of electrical current into 

the water around a boat. Boats that have 
had electrical repairs performed on them 
by land-based electricians are also often the 
cause of leakages. Non-marine electricians 
will often innocently wire boats as they 
would a home, without knowing that the 
wiring configuration requirements on boats 
is quite different from homes. I strongly 
recommend that you only have your boat 
wiring performed by and checked by an 
ABYC certified marine electrical specialist.”
 
Strategies for Preventing Electric 
Shock Drowning:

• Don’t swim in or near freshwater 
marinas, docks or boatyards energized 
with 120-volt AC power.
• If you are a boat owner, have your 
boat inspected by an electrician with 
current ABYC (American Boat and 
Yacht Council) Electrical Certification 
or by an ABYC Certified Technician.
• If you keep your boat at a marina, 
talk to the marina owners or operators 
about the danger of electric shock 
drowning. Ask if GFCI’s are installed 
on all shore power pedestals and 
on all marina wiring circuits. Ask if 
their marina is regularly inspected 
by qualified electricians who are 
familiar with National Fire Protection 
Association Codes: NFPA 303 and 
NFPA 70. 
• Tell others about the danger of 
Electric Shock Drowning.  
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Martin P. Attea, a BYC  Active 
member since 1979, died in 
February. Over the years 
he maintained impressive 
powerboats in both the Buffalo 
and Point Abino basins for the 
enjoyment of his family. Our 
sympathy is extended to his four 
sons Martin, Randy, Kevin and 
Michael.

We were saddened to read of 
the passing of Barbara S. Moot, 
wife of 57-year BYC member 
Richard Moot, on April 22, 2016. 
Mrs. Moot was involved with a 
variety of Buffalo organizations 
and clubs. Our sympathy is 
extended to Richard, sons John, 
David, Andrew and Michael, 
and five grandchildren.

Veda Pusateri, wife of 52-year 
member Roy F. Pusateri, died 
on May 4 at the age of 77. We 
extend the Buffalo Yacht Club’s 
sincere sympathy over their loss 
to Roy, daughter Nina Tierney, 
son Christopher and grandson 
Alexander.


