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Commodore’s comments

From the Commodore
I would like to thank all the mem-
bers and especially the Past Com-
modores that helped me and of-
fered advice to make the club better 
for everyone. 
Closest to my heart is High School 
and Jr. Sailing. This year was our best 
year for attendance and regattas. 
The children exceled in the new Fly-
ing Jr. sailboats that were provided 
for them this year. We also use in the 
program 420’s, Opti’s and Prams 
with at least 4 Coach Boats. We 
need to better fund the foundation 
so we can have newer sail boats and 
coach boats for our Jr. Sailors, some 
of the boats that they are using are 
over 20 years old and well past their 
prime. Please donate to the Buf-
falo Yacht Club Foundation, call the 
front office.
I think the food and dining experi-
ence at the Club was better this year. 

 I know that all the parties and ban-
quets were outstanding. Most of the 
banquets we host are for our mem-
bers.
We tried to stay within our budget 
with my philosophy of if you do not 
have the money in hand or need it 
elsewhere, you cannot spend it. We 
were able to give you some new docks 
both in Buffalo and Point Abino. The 
house and grounds at both clubhous-
es look better each year. This is a long 
term commitment from the board 
but is hard to do on a small budget.

Thank you for letting me be your 
Commodore, it is an honor that I will 
not forget.

Commodore Charles Obersheimer



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100,  Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888
www.vannerinsurance.com

a division of Vanner Insurance Agency

Stevens Marine
Insurance Agency

We Know Boats!
Marine Insurance — Since 1904

Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@stevensagency.com)

for personal attention
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MEMBERSHIP
The following new members joined 
the Buffalo Yacht Club since the last 
issue of the BINNACLE:
Active: Donald & Ann Boyd, John & 
Paula Reinhold
Social: Donald & Mary Muscarella, 
Maurice & Pamela Gelia, James & 
Kim Lohr, James & Jean Berry; 
Intermediate: Derek Reinhold.

Change of classification accepted 
from: 
Active to Non-Resident: Claudette 
Eggert, Arc Petricca, Michael Jordan;
Active to Social: Jason Dziadzio, Anne 
Moretti;
Active to Non-Resident: Timothy 
Jehle;
Intermediate to Social: Seth Pullen;
Intermediate to Non-Resident: Kelly 
Jordan;
Crew to Non-Resident: Nicole Kelly;
Crew to Intermediate: Gretchen Neu-
reuter, Ryan Cox, Mackenzie Blount;
Social to Active: David Woollatt.

Resignations accepted with regret 
from: 
Active: Charles Venator, Cameron 
Brown, Jason Davidson; 
Social: Ronald Rechan; 
Non-Resident: Lannie Gartner; 
Intermediate: Robert Powalski;
Crew: Nicole Eggert.

We mourn the deaths of: Daniel Drew, 
Dr. Joseph Grande, Roy Pusateri and 
Donald Will.

Michael T. Barry to lead the 
BYC in 2019

The newly constituted Board of Di-
rectors elected Michael Barry Com-
modore for the year 2019 following 
the November 15th annual meeting 
and Election of Directors. 
The Board also elected James Kul-
wicki Vice Commodore, Stephen C. 
Munschauer Rear Commodore, and 
Douglas P. Bienko Fleet Captain. 
Continuing as Secretary is Ed Ga-
warecki and appointed Treasurer is 
Paul Johnson, who is replacing Mi-
chael Dehart who resigned.
New Directors for 2019 are Jonathan 
Johnsen, Jeff Hayes, Eric Christensen, 
and Charles Obersheimer PC , re-
placing retiring Directors Jason Dzi-
adzio, Peg Leous, Peter Godfrey, and 
PC Roswell Park. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN     
ASSIGNED 

Incoming Commodore Barry has an-
nounced the chairman assignments 
for 2019. 
As required in the By-Laws, the 
House Committee is under the chair-
manship of Vice Commodore 
James Kulwicki, the Point Abino 
Committee is under Rear Commo-
dore Stephen C. Munschauer and 
the Basin Committee is under Fleet 
Captain Douglas P. Bienko. The Fu-
ture Planning Committee 
chair Tom Gaffney; Finance Com-
mittee is under Tim Hunt; Boating 
Education: Jonathan Johnsen;
Foundation Committee: Michael 
Kraft; Regatta Committee: David 
Krystaf; Membership and Marketing 
have been combined under Dwight 
Moldenhauer with Mark Hamburger 
assisting; Entertainment Committee: 
Mary Theresa Seitz; Fa¬cilities Buf-
falo: Douglas P. Bienko, Pt. Abino: 
Dock Implementation: Dan Ward 

Childrens Christmas party was a hit !
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Vice Commodore comments

Our outstanding staff at the Commodore’s ball

Let me start by saying I hope you all 
had a wonderful holiday season!  
As my Vice Commodore year comes 
to a close, I’ve learned a lot about 
the complexities of managing the 
Dining room and Bar.  It was a good 
year, in terms of the financial profit/
loss.  We had a loss of only $45,000.  
How can I consider this a good year?  
Well, over the past 20 years, we 
have always had a loss in this area.  
Those losses have ranged as far as 
$100,000.  This improvement is most-
ly a result of tighter management by 
Sam, Christine and Chef Kadrian as 
they better controlled their costs of 
labor and goods.  Of more concern is 
that it was not a great year in terms 
of our members making use of our 
club.  It’s hard to imagine that we 
can’t seem to make the Dining room 
and Bar break even.  Over the past 
year, we decreased our pricing and 
added more grill menu items at or 
under $20.  We also have improved 
the quality and consistency of our 
dishes.  Even so, we saw a decrease in 
the number of meals served this past 
year.  Since our membership num-
bers have slightly increased, this year, 
(kudos to the Membership and Mar-
keting Committees) it means we are 
not eating at the club as often as we 
have in the past.  I have to admit I’m 
at a loss to explain this trend.  Better 
food at lower prices should bring in 
more business, but it hasn’t.  Hope-
fully, we can find the correct recipe 
for success in the Dining room and 
Bar in the coming year.  

The Entertainment Committee, 
chaired by Mary Theresa Seitz, has 
done a phenomenal job of run-
ning a variety of great events. They 
have quite a few upcoming events 
planned.  Please be sure to read 
about what is coming up.  Also, keep 
an eye on our club calendar, web-
site, social media, and newsletters for 
more details on upcoming events.
Speaking of the calendar, we do 
have a planned shut-down during 
the last two weeks of January and 
first week of February to replace the 
kitchen floor, replace the stove and 
refinish the dance floor.  We’re op-
timistic that we will be open for the 
Super Bowl, though.  In the mean-
time, please take advantage of the 
reciprocal arrangements we have 
with many of the other area clubs.  
Please look for the note on reciprocal 
clubs in this newsletter.
Please come in often and bring your 
friends and family.  I know you have 
a lot of options in Buffalo, but this is 
your club and the views are unpar-
alleled.  Let’s make this your “go to” 
spot.
Michael Barry

Upcoming events:
January
 1 - New Year’s Day - Closed
 4 - First Friday 
 5 - Installation of Officers & 
Directors 

Shutdown:
January 20 - February 9

February
 14 - Valentine’s Day Dinner
 22 - Karaoke Night

March
 1 - First Friday
 9 - Disco Night
 16 - St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
 
April
 5 - First Friday 
 12 - Light the Night 
 13 - Children’s Easter Party
 21 - Easter Buffet
 27 – Porter Ave. Work Party
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Rear Commodore Comments

How is it possible that yet another 
year passes quickly forcing us to set 
our sights on a New Year and a new 
regime.  Welcome 2019 and Ste-
phen Munschauer, Rear Commodore 
elect.  I’m pleased to report that I am 
turning over the Point Abino sta-
tion in good order all tidied up and 
closed for the season.  Once again it 
goes without saying we owe our ap-
preciation to Ruth and her staff for 
an outstanding season of summer 
fun.  Thank you to the Point Abino 
committee for their dedication and 
guidance throughout 2018 helping 
to make the Point Abino station so 
enjoyable for all our BYC members.
December 8th found many of our 
volunteers up at Point Abino for an-
other successful work party, discon-
necting the floating docks off the 
walls and floating them to the center 
of the basin.  Thank you to all these 
volunteers who braved the elements 
to get this very necessary task done 
on a very bitterly cold day.  Each 
year the question arises as to why we 
wait to so late in the year to move 
the docks.  Why not do this when the 
weather is more ideal?  In the early 
fall months, we typically experience 
the more violent wind storms and 
the docks are safer from these storms 
when connected to the main piers.  
The docks can rise and fall with the 
change of the water levels.  If we 
were to float them out to the middle 
of the basin earlier in the Fall season, 
we run the risk of the docks moving 
sideways and banging into one an-
other.  

Welcome to 2019! We are busy plan-
ning many events for the members 
and their guests for 2019. Here are 
some of our upcoming events that 
you can mark your calendars for:
1. Thursday February 14th - Valen-
tine's Day Dinner and music
2. Friday February 22nd - Karaoke 
Night at the BYC! Bring your friends 
and your voices
3. Saturday February 23rd - Safe 
Boating Class in the morning with 
lunch to follow
4. Saturday March 9th - Disco Night - 
we will feature a DJ and lots of danc-
ing and food with a 70's flare so dust 
off your boogie shoes!
5. Saturday March 16th - St. Patrick's 
Day - Guinness, beer tasting and din-
ner specials
6. Friday April 12th - Light the Night 
at the BYC - lighting old flares cel-
ebration and a Pasta Party to follow
7. Saturday April 13th - First Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt and Children's Eas-
ter Party and lunch
8. Saturday May 4th - Kentucky Der-
by Party and Bourbon tasting
These are only a few of the many 
events we are planning for 2019! We 
hope to have something for everyone. 
Please stay tuned and keep an eye 
out for the club calendar, the web-
site, newsletters and emails for details 
and come and join us and bring your 
family and friends. Let the Buffalo 
Yacht Club be your "go to" spot.
The Entertainment Committee

It’s ideal to float and move the 
docks to center of the basin just prior 
to the first chance of ice forming.  If 
we were to leave them attached to 
the main piers after ice has formed, 
we run the risk of the docks twist-
ing and pivoting at their connection 
points thus running the risk of them 
snapping at their connections.  They 
are safer to be floated to the middle 
and tied off just before the threat 
of ice because now they can move 
freely sideways once ice has formed.       
In the forthcoming year look for 
improvements of additional new 
docks, safety equipment and club-
house facilities.  The Point Abino 
committee is already working hard 
to make this new year memorable 
for all the BYC members.  All in all, 
Point Abino is a jewel that all of us 
as members should utilize and take 
advantage of.  Thank you all for 
this year!  Looking forward to see-
ing you at the Porter clubhouse over 
the next several months.

James Kulwicki
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Fleet Captain Comments

It’s winter out and the Buffalo basin 
has been successfully buttoned up 
for the year. The work party for the 
Porter Basin was well attended and 
very successful. With the addition of 
new floating docks this year, it makes 
for an interesting challenge to fit all 
of the floating docks inside the basin. 
Thank you to all the volunteers and 
staff for their efforts in making the 
basin closing go smooth and effort-
less. One major task deferred until 
spring is the installation of the raised 
platform to access the new floating 
docks and racks for kayak storage. 
Doug Bienko, your next Fleet Cap-
tain, and I completed the slip assign-
ment task for the Porter Basin in one 
session and did our best to accom-
modate everyone’s request, but as 
we all know we are limited on space 
in the basin. The basin is filled with 
two slip hoppers, at the moment. I 
would like to thank everyone in-
volved in helping the Porter basin 
operate and run smoothly for the 
2018 season. 

Stephen Munschauer  2018 Fleet 
Captain

See you there!

The Buffalo Yacht Club em-
braces cadets from WNY Mar-
itime Charter School by Newell 
Nussbaumer, who is ‘queenseyes’ - Eyes 
of the Queen City and Founder of Buf-
falo Rising. With permission.
Over the years, we’ve witnessed a 
lot of feel good programs, where lo-
cal groups and organizations come 
together to help others overcome 
adversity. Recently, I learned that 
The Buffalo Yacht Club had teamed 
up with the WNY Maritime Charter 
School, to offer cadets from the Mari-
time Careers class a chance to learn 
how to sail, courtesy of the Buffalo 
Yacht Club Foundation. 
The other day I swung by The Buffalo 
Yacht Club, to talk to club member 
Howard Hain, who is an advocate for 
the program. Hain was standing with 
Master Chief Petty Officer (USCG 
Ret.) Scott Pugh, who was orches-
trating the program. Pugh teaches 
Naval Science at the school, and feels 
that there are important life lessons 
that go hand-in hand with getting 
students out on the waters, instead of 
simply learning in the classroom. The 
program also includes boat build-
ing exercises at The Buffalo Mari-
time Center, via the Hand to Hand 
program. The diverse programming 
offers students a chance to get their 
hands dirty one day, before getting 
their feet wet the following day.
What is especially important to re-
member is that these young people 
have never sailed, or even interact-
ed with the water for that matter. 
Most of them have had no training 
in building anything from scratch, yet 
they start by building their own tool 
boxes, which they get to take home 
with them once the course is over. 
After building the toolboxes, the next 
step is to build an actual rowboat – 
the same rowboats that can be seen 
floating in the middle of Delaware 
Lake. Pugh told me that some of 
the students were deathly afraid of 
the boats that they were making, 
and could not comprehend that they 
would one day be able to say, with 
pride, that they had built them, and 
could row them.
By the time they are finished with the 
three week program, the students 
have built boats, and learned to sail 
on Lake Erie. None of this would be 
possible without the incredible work-
ing relationship between the Buf-
falo Yacht Club, The Buffalo Mari-
time Center, and the WNY Maritime 
Charter School. This is a brand new 
program that is being implemented 
with hopes that it can be replicated 
in years to come. The joint effort just 
goes to show that anything is possible, 
as long as you have the tools, the ex-
pertise, 

and the facilities that all three institu-
tions retain, and share.
On the day that I witnessed the stu-
dents learning to tack back and forth 
along the Black Rock Channel, I could 
not believe that this was the first time 
that any of them had ever sailed. 
Sailing instructor Katie Braungart, 
who designed the sailing curriculum 
for the students, was genuinely im-
pressed with their ability to take the 
knowledge that they had learned in 
the classroom and apply it to the real 
world. As I followed behind the sail-
boat in a dinghy, I noticed one stu-
dent look over the edge of the boat 
and exclaim, “Is that seaweed?!” I 
also heard that another student had 
to be reassured that there were not 
sharks in Lake Erie. This is how far 
removed these students have been 
from a waterfront that is mere min-
utes away from where they grew up.
Moving forward, the students will 
be intimately familiar with the wa-
terfront. They will have a practical 
understanding of math and science. 
They will also be better candidates 
for employment, which is the end 
goal of any program of this na-
ture. Most of these students are not 
dreaming of college. Rather, they 
are bent on finding a good job, using 
the trade skills that they are learn-
ing. Those skills include being able to 
listen, follow commands, understand 
safety regulations, work with tools, 
work together, think on the fly, make 
important decisions, and deal with 
their fears, while broadening their 
horizons.
These types of programs are funded 
through the BYC Foundation, which is 
always in need of donations to fund the 
innovative programming. The Buffalo 
Yacht Club Foundation is a 501(c)(3) or-
ganization and contributions are tax de-
ductible subject to applicable law.

Below and far right photos from 
the Maritime Charter School story.
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RCR
YACHTS

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  DOCKING  •  STORAGE

www.rcryachts.com

RCR Buffalo Marina:
284 FUHRMANN BLVD., BUFFALO, NY  14203

(716) 856-6314

Dealers for
 • Beneteau 
 • J/boats
 • Back Cove
 

"Serving the Bu�alo Boating Community for 46 years"

Renovation Shutdown Janu-
ary 20 – February 9, 2019
The BYC will be closed January 20 - Feb-
ruary 9, 2019 while we perform some 
renovation activities in the kitchen and 
refinish the upper deck dance floor.
Our normal reciprocal relationships can 
be found on our website in the member 
side under Resources – Reciprocal Clubs 
(https://www.buffaloyachtclub.org/files/
ReciprocalClubs.pdf).  For you addi-
tional convenience, we have established 
reciprocity with the Garret Club, the Buf-
falo Club and the Saturn Club during our 
shutdown. Information for these clubs is 
below. 

The Garret Club
We are happy to accommodate Buffalo 
Yacht Club members for dining privileges 
during your January/February shut-down.

The Garret Club is primarily a luncheon club.  
During the Yacht Club's closing, buffet lunch 
will be available each weekday at 12:30 PM.  
The buffet includes soups, salads, entrees (hot 
and cold), fresh fruit, etc.  The "dessert" is our 
house-made cookies and bars.  If there are 
fewer than 10 reservations that day, a Club 
menu with various selections is available.  The 
price for both lunches is $15 + NYS tax per per-
son.

We do have one evening event during this 
time available to your members.  There will 
be a Bistro Dinner Night on Thursday, Febru-
ary 7.  This is an a la carte dinner. Space is 
limited.  Seating times are on the half-hour, 
from 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM.  Market pricing.

RESERVATIONS: please ask your members to 
identify themselves as Yacht Club members 
when they call.

Phone: 885-6010.
E-mail: office@garretclub.com.

HOURS: clubhouse hours are from 9:00 AM - 
4:00 PM, Monday - Friday

DRESS CODE:   
Dress code for men: For lunch, men should 
wear jackets with collared shirts or turtle-
necks; no ties required. For dinner, men should 
wear suits or jackets with a tie.  
Dress code for women: All events: appropriate 
clothing includes suits, dresses, skirts, tailored 
slacks, blouses and sweaters.

No jeans, denim, cargo pants, warm-up suits, 
sneakers.

PAYMENT: your members will be billed at the 
close of each month.  We do not have credit 
card availability.

The Buffalo Club   

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the 
members of The Buffalo Club, we are pleased 
to invite you to The Buffalo Club 

during our reciprocal season.  Reciprocity will 
be in place from January 20th through Feb-
ruary 9th 2019.  Members can charge back to 
your Club or pay by mastercard or visa at the 
time of service.   

DINING ROOMS HOURS:   
MAIN DINING ROOM (Formal Dining) 
Breakfast- 7:00am-10:00am  Monday-Fri-
day 
Lunch- 11:30am-2:00pm  Monday-Friday 
Dinner- 5:00pm-9:00pm  Wednesday-Sat-
urday 

FOUNDERS BAR (Casual Dining) 
Lunch- 11:30am-2:00pm  Monday-Friday 
Dinner- 5:00pm-9:00pm  Monday-Saturday
Enjoy the other amenities at the club includ-
ing our full service spa and salon, as well as, 
luxurious overnight accommodations for a 
night out on the town or visiting guests   

SPA HOURS: 
Monday & Tuesday -9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday  9:00 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday   Closed   

For reservations please call 886-6400. You 
may also visit our Club's website at www.the-
buffaloclub.org for hours, hotel room rates, 
spa information, dress code, electronic device 
rules and contact information.  We look for-
ward to welcoming you.  

The Saturn Club   

Reservations: Please call 884-8800 or email 
frontdesk@saturnclub.org   

Dining hours: 
Breakfast available Wednesday through Fri-
day; 7 am to 11 am 
Lunch available Tuesday through Saturday; 
noon to 2pm 
Dinner available Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday  & Saturday 6pm - 9pm.   

Payment: may be made directly with Credit 
Card or charge back to the BYC  

Dress Code:  The Saturn dress code is intended 
to promote a level of decorum consistent with 
the surroundings and atmosphere of the Club. 
All members are responsible for ensuring that 
their family members and guests observe the 
dress code, which is required of all adults and 
children aged 12 years and older.  

In all matters of attire members are expected 
to exercise discretion, good judgment, and re-
spect for other members and their guests.   

Definitions: 
·Formal or "Black Tie." Gentlemen: tuxedos. 
Ladies: formal dresses, gowns, or slacks. 
·Semi-Formal. Gentlemen: coats and ties with 
dress trousers. Ladies: dresses, skirts, or tailored 
slacks. 
·Club Casual. Gentlemen: khakis or trousers, 
collared shirts. Shirt tails are to be tucked 
inside at all times. Ladies: casual slacks with 
appropriate tops. No denim is included under 
this definition. 
·Appropriate Dress Denim. Full length dark 
blue or black jeans free of holes, tears, or frays. 
Shirt tails are to be tucked inside at all times.   

Standards The minimum standard through-
out the clubhouse is Club Casual, except as           
follows: 
·The attire required in the Red Room during 
the evening is Semi-Formal. (except as al-
lowed by the Management on an over-flow 
basis). 
·Appropriate Dress Denim is acceptable at all 
times in the Grill and in the Lanes. 
·Appropriate Denim is acceptable in the Del-
aware Room and Courtyard on Friday and 
Saturday. 
·On Saturday until 5:00 PM more casual dress 
is acceptable in the Grill only.   

The following attire is never acceptable in any 
area of the clubhouse except the FFC:
·Athletic wear, tank, halter, or jogging tops, 
untucked shirts, collared shirts unbuttoned 
more than one button, shorts, baseball caps, 
spandex, open midriffs, leggings, extremely 
short hemlines, extremely casual or beach 
footwear.
The management shall have the discretion 
to set a standard different than that set forth 
above on a case by case basis. 
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Commodore’s Ball Photos
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Commodore’s Ball Photos
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Commodore’s Ball Photos
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Modern Dentistry
in the Heart of Snyder
4498 Main St 839.1546 Mike & Michelle Augello

Jack W. Hunt & Associates, Inc.
The exclusive providers of
the Perfect Transcript™ 
Court Reporting • iPad Realtime 
Photocopying • Video Services

Video Conferencing  

Principals—
Kevin R. Hunt

PC Timothy M. Hunt

716-853-5600

See us on the Web at www.jwhcorp.com

424 Main Street 
Suite 1120 Liberty Building

Buffalo, NY  142021-800-309-2020

First	to	do	LASIK	&	Laser	Cataract	surgery	
in	Western	New	York!	

Set your sails for clearer vision!
We are always accepting new patients

www.ichte.com

Trophy Night photos contributed by 
Caitlin Barry, once again Thanks!
Abino work party and Christmas 
decorating photos by Tim Hunt, 
thanks Tim
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Graphic Design
Digital Printing

Business Stationery
Postcards/Flyers

Brochures
Newsletters/Catalogs

Booklets
Bulk Mail Services

Benefit
Fundraiser Tickets

Call today! Let us quote your next print job.

ALLIED PRINTING

BUFFALO, N.Y.
TRADES COUNCILUNION

LABEL

UNION SHOP

716.821.1880

2122
1906 Clinton St.

Buffalo, NY 14206

www.printedimageofbuffalo.com
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Trophy Night Awards
James Rhoads Outstanding 
Member R. Anthony Daily 
Maythem Wheel Amazing Potato 
Eric Christianson  
Williams Trophy Sledgehammer 
Tom Lewin   
Smith Cup Mad Max Dick Ham
Colonel's Cup Gypsy Wind Peg 
Leous   
Knox Cup Sledgehammer Tom 
Lewin   
Obersheimer Cup Damn Yankee 
Ted Johnson   
J/22 Fleet Championship Eudai-
monia Mark Stuhlmiller  
"Buzz" Jokl Memorial Plumb Bob 
Mike Sendor   
Buffalo Courier Express 
Sledgehammer Tom Lewin 
July 4th Damn Yankee Ted 
Johnson   
Labor Day Sledgehammer Tom 
Lewin   
Betty Kay Repete Peter 
Bloom 
Clair EB Black Sheep Adam Mas-
ters   
Rear Comm Edward Oldham 
Poison Ivy II Sandy Kondziela 
Mayor's Cup Vinyasa Mike Barry
Molson Cup Poison Ivy II Sandy 
Kondziela   
Cruiser's Cup Diane Quart


