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Commodore’s comments
Now is the winter of our discontent, 
said Shakespeare’s Richard III.  
Richard III was the Commodore of 
England back in the 1400’s, before 
most of us were born.  His reign 
came to a nasty end.  At the BYC, 
however, we have term limits, so we 
commodores graduate before the 
Club feels the need to kill us.  Plus 
Richard was an ugly hunchback 
and everyone knows that BYC 
commodores are good looking.  
Clearly, this is my last report as your 
commodore.
I quote Shakespeare for three 
reasons: 1) To make my parents feel 
as though I learned at least one 
thing from the fancypants liberal 
arts education they paid for, 2) To 
represent the rarified and esoteric 
quality of the Buffalo Yacht Club, 
and, foremost, 3) Because I know 
we’re all in a bad mood over the 
recent lousy weather and our 
realization that we won’t be on our 
boats for at least four frigid months.

Serving as your commodore was 
a blast.  At last year’s installation 
ceremony, I innocently proclaimed 
that the forthcoming year would 
be the “Year of Fun.”  We had 
appeared to resolve all of the 
challenges the Club had faced over 
the last few years and it seemed 
time to settle down and enjoy 
ourselves, the true mission of the 
BYC, after all.  Shortly thereafter, 
however, we were in the market 
for a new head chef, the Buffalo 
basin seawall was in jeopardy of 
collapsing, many of the basin slips 
spent considerable time underwater, 
the clubhouse needed a new 
chimney and roof, high water levels 
led to dock difficulties at Abino, 
and the inclement summer weather 
limited the Club’s catering and 
dining revenues.  In short, it was a 
typical year for the BYC and I’ve 
learned to keep my big mouth shut.
I’m pleased to report that we 
weathered the storm and that 
indeed we’ve prospered.  The 
clubhouse is in better shape both 
inside and out; dining is great; 
thanks to the hard work of Doug 
Bienko and company, the wall and 
the parking lot are solid; our boating 
education program improves each 
year, this year with new Flying 
Juniors; our regattas and events are 
stellar; we’ve secured NYS approval 
to place docks along the LaSalle 
Park wall; and the Abino station 
has the best docks on this end of the 
lake.  And, we’re in the black.  

There’s more, but the other Flags 
will probably cover it all.  
Such success is possible only because 
of the profound dedication of the 
Club’s volunteering members, 
certainly including its directors, its 
committee members, and all the 
folks who pitch in at such events 
as the two stations’ seasonal work 
parties.  Even a meal and a few 
drinks moves the needle, so don’t 
be shy….
The Club does face challenges, 
though.  Membership continues 
to be a problem, although the 
last year demonstrated some new 
strategies that show potential for 
success, including with the all-
critical millennials.  Our November 
Club Meeting failed to achieve a 
quorum, even when the agenda 
called for bringing more floating 
docks to the Buffalo basin, without 
the need for any additional funding 
assessments.  (Please attend our re-
scheduled meeting on January 18.)
I thank the entire Buffalo Yacht 
Club for the honor of serving as 
your commodore.  Now it’s time for 
me to serve our new commodore, 
Charlie Obersheimer, who will 
steward the Club to new levels of 
excellence and service.  I proclaim 
next year to be the Year of Fun.

Please attend the special 
meeting on January 16th, 
we need a quorum as we 
have important votes for 
this year!



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100  
Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888   www.vannerinsurance.com

We Know Boats!
Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@vannerinsurance.com)
for personal attention

Page 2 THE BINNACLE

THE BINNACLE
BUFFALO YACHT CLUB

One Porter Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14201-1097

http://www.buffaloyachtclub.org

OFFICERS—2018
Commodore ........................... Charles G. Obersheimer
Vice  Commodore............................... Michael T. Barry
Rear Commodore ..................................James Kulwicki
Fleet Captain .........................Stephen C. Munschauer
Secretary................................................... Ed Gawarecki
Treasurer ................................................Michael DeHart

DIRECTORS 2018
P/C Roswell Park  

Douglas P. Bienko                       Mark Hamberger 
Jason Dziadzio                                           Peg Leous                
Peter Godfrey                                    David Krystaf 
Mary Theresa Seitz                 Dwight Moldenhauer          

MANAGEMENT
Club Manager ...................................Sam DePasquale
Banquets & Dining .............................Christine Storfer
Accounting/HR. ..................................................Mike Scheid
Executive Chef ................................ Carolann Wheeler
Front Office ................................................Paul Palladino
Membership..................................Meghan Lee-Mueller
Point Abino ........................................................Ruth Sparks
Boating Education .......................................Peter Godfrey

BINNACLE Editor .....................................Doug Bienko

Dining Reservations—883-5900
Business Office—883-5900

Point Abino—905-651-7957

CHARLES G. OBERSHEIMER TO 
LEAD BYC IN 2017
The newly constituted Board of Di-
rectors elected Charles Obersheimer  
Commodore for the
ensuing year, following the November 
16th Annual Meeting and Election of 
Directors.
They also elected Michael T. Barry as 
Vice Commodore, James Kulwicki as
Rear Commodore and Stephen C. 
Munschauer as Fleet Captain. Ed Ga-
warecki will be Secretary and Michael 
DeHart will remain as Treasurer.
Peg Leous, Ed Gawarecki(2 year term) 
and Social Members Mark Hamberger, 
Mary Theresa Seitz were elected to 
3-year terms on the Board, replacing 
retiring Directors David Straitiff, Greg 
DiCinque, and James Franzek, and PC 
James Kondziela.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AS-
SIGNED
Incoming Commodore Obersheimer
has announced the chairman
assignments for 2018.
As required in the By-Laws, the
House Committee is under the
chairmanship of Vice Commodore
Michael T. Barry,  the Point
Abino Committee is under Rear
Commodore Michael Barry and
the Basin Committee is under
Fleet Captain Stephen C. Munschauer.
The Future Planning Committee
chair is not yet announced;
Finance Committee is under Tim
Hunt; Boating Education: Peter
Godfrey; Foundation Committee:
Paul Neureuter; Regatta Committee:
David Krystaf; Membership: Dwight 
Moldenhauer; Marketing Commit-
tee: Mark Hamberger; Entertainment 
Committee: Mary Theresa Seitz; Fa-
cilities Buffalo: Douglas P. Bienko, 
Pt. Abino:Jason Dziadzio; Technol-
ogy: Not announced; Constitution & 
ByLaws:Stephen Munschauer; Dock 
Implementation: Dan Ward,;Roster 
and Policy: Peg Leous

Children’s Christmas Party was a hit, Santa bringing smiles to all attending

Special Thanks to Caitlin Barry, 
Jim Kulwicki and Mike Sheid for 
the great  photos throughout this 
issue, ed.
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C-ME MARINE SALES
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at Guaranteed Lowest Prices
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John E. Roberts Funeral Home
Providing WNY’s low cost, high quality 

funeral and cremation service

James J. Roberts

www.jerfh.com     jerfh@aol.com

1357-1361 Hertel Ave.
Bu�alo, N.Y. 14216

280 Grover Cleveland Hwy.
Amherst, N.Y. 14226

716 873-3478      716 874-3377

Vice Commodore comments

The fall and Holidays have moved 
faster than expected for me. The 
dining room has put out a good fall 
menu with excellent food. As you 
read this there will be a new winter 
menu for your dining pleasure. If you 
are in a hurry please tell the hostess 
and the wait staff how much time 
you have so we can get you out on 
time. 
I would like to thank Sandy Gras-
er, Jim Kulwicki and all of you who 
came down to the club for the New 
Members Holiday Decorating Party, 
the club looks wonderful. Yes the 
club members decorate the Club for 
the Holidays. I am thankful to all 
who helped.
It appears that all of the Club events, 
Thanksgiving, Commodores Ball, 
Tree Raising, Children’s Christmas 
Party and other Holliday parties, 
came off without a hitch. Thank you 
kitchen staff, wait staff and Christine.
Please try our Jumbo Pretzels at the 
bar for an appetizer or snack.
About the time you think you have 
your job on the Board figured out it 
is time to move on to the next. If you 
have any Problems or suggestions 
there is a box at the bottom of the 
stairs on the display under the up-
coming  events events screen.

Above right: Tom Lewin accepts Williams 
Trophy and Knox Cup from crewmember  
and Regatta Chair Doug Bienko
Right: Eric Christianson is all smiles as he re-
ceives the Matham Wheel and Smith Cup 
awards for Short Course wins. Other winner 
photos page 11.
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Heating  •  Air Conditioning  •  Sheet Metal 
Fabrication  •  Light and Heavy Gauge

873-6320
873-3440

CHARLES R. VOIT
“A Man for All Seasons”

167 Southwood Drive
Kenmore, NY  14223

Become an Advertiser!
The BINNACLE welcomes

new advertisers.
 

This size ad for 4 quarterly issues 
will cost you $300.

Call the Club O�ce at(716) 883-5900

 

In liquid water, the docks are safer 
from storms when they are connected 
to the main piers.  
They are prevented from moving 
sideways and banging in to each oth-
er as they would if they were floating 
in the middle of the basin.  In ice, the 
docks get pushed sideways.  If they 
were attached to the main peers, the 
ice movement would break the con-
nection points.  When they are dis-
connected and tied off in the middle 
of the basin, they can move sideways 
in the ice without damage.  Because 
we traditionally have Fall storms, 
we wait until December to float the 
docks in the middle of the basin.
Here are a few of the planned proj-
ects over the winter.  
1. We are planning to replace 
many of the deck boards in the North 
dock.  Particularly, those boards on 
which the steps rest.  
2. A long list of items to be 
painted over the coming year.  The 
South docks were all re-stained, this 
Fall.
3. We will be installing some 
bird deterrents on Harvey’s barge.
On-Shore Business:  
Some shore side projects are as fol-
lows:
1. We’ve already replace the 
fans and lights in the dining area 
near the kitchen.
2. We’re looking for a profes-
sional model dishwasher with a 5-10 
minute wash cycle for the kitchen.  
Our last one finally broke beyond a 
reasonable repair cost.
3. We will be restocking the 
glassware, etc. in the kitchens.
As always, if you see something that 
looks wrong, please report it to the 
staff and/or the Rear Commodore.  
I hope to see you around the Porter 
clubhouse over the Winter.
Michael Barry

Top right: Caroling at the tree raising, 
said tree hanging from the crane just 
below.

Right: Joe Bolognese serenades Joe 
Gambacorta on his birthday. Almost 
sold out night in the dining room on 
December 16th. The dance floor was 
hopping in the photo above the Joe’s.

Rear Commodore Comments

As the 2017 calendar year comes to 
a close, I’m happy to report that the 
Point Abino station is all buttoned up 
for winter and ready for the transi-
tion to the incoming Rear Commo-
dore, Jim Kulwicki.  
As I exit my term as Rear Commo-
dore and move on to new duties, I 
want to say thank you to Ruth and 
her staff for a great season.  I also 
want to thank the Point Abino Com-
mittee for their help, this year.  I love 
the folks that are based at the Point 
Abino station.  They have an awe-
some passion for the Buffalo Yacht 
Club.  Thank you all!
Basin Business:
On December 9th, a work party dis-
connected the floating docks off the 
walls and floated them to the middle 
of the basin.  My thanks to everyone 
who helped move the docks in to 
their winter storage positions.
I’ve often been asked why we seem-
ingly punish our volunteers by doing 
this when it’s really cold.  Why not 
do this earlier in the Fall when the 
weather is warmer?  The logic is as 
follows.  
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Fleet Captain Comments

Baby, it’s COLD outside!  Although 
the weather has turned frightful 
it’s nice to know that both the Buf-
falo and Point Abino basins have 
been successfully buttoned up for 
the year.  Work parties for both the 
Buffalo Basin and Point Abino were 
well attended and very successful.  
Thank you to the all the volunteers 
and staff for their efforts in making 
this possible.
By this time all slip request forms 
should have been returned and as-
signments are nearly completed for 
2018.  Both Stephen Munschauer, 
your next Fleet Captain and I are 
working diligently to complete this 
task.  We are doing our best to ac-
commodate everyone’s request, but 
as we all know we are limited on 
space in the basins.  If you did not 
receive a slip request form and feel 
you should have, please contact the 
office.
It’s always fascinating to watch the 
lake and the annual progression of 
ice on the lake.  Many of us witness 
the installation of the ice boom and 
then we wait, and we wait.  It seems 
as if every time we glance out onto 
the water, that’s all we see is water 
in its liquid form as we are accus-
tomed to seeing it as boaters, then 
magically ice starts to appear!  Pres-
ently, 35.2 percent of Lake Erie is fro-
zen.  How does it happen so quickly?
I wish to thank all the basin commit-
tee members for their hard work and 
dedication throughout 2017.  Bob 
Adams, Ed Gawarecki, Ted Johnson, 
Jim Atkinson, Dwight Moldenhauer, 
Joe Gelsomino Jr., Tom Lewin, Jerry 
Cataldo and Michael McGee have 
all put in countless hours of dedica-
tion making this club the true gem it 
is on the eastern shores of Lake Erie.
I hope I see you at your club, The 
Buffalo Yacht Club!
James Kulwicki
BYC Fleet Captain

I wish to thank all the members of the 
2017 Regatta Committee especially 
Nancy Robinson for submitting my 
name and Doug Bienko for his pre-
sentation to receive the Past Com-
modore, James M. Rhoads Outstand-
ing Member Trophy at this year’s 
2017 trophy night.  It is with a deep 
amount of gratitude and humility 
that I accept this award.  I look at 
the names on this trophy that have 
received this award and am hon-
ored and humbled to think my name 
appears with this list of outstanding 
members.  When I read to deed I find 
it difficult to be recognized for some-
thing I feel needs to be done, so why 
wouldn’t I do it.  I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for this honor be-
stowed upon me.  
James Kulwicki

Pen in the following dates on your 
2018 Calendars for ways to enjoy and 
utilize your club.
January 8th – Installation of Officers 
– Welcome in the new officers and 
2018 board. 
January 27th –  Disco Party – Kiss my 
Grits this party is sure to be Dy-No-
Mite!
February 3rd – Safe Boating Class
February 23rd – Comedy Night at 
the BYC – sure to produce LPM 
[laughs per minute]
March 8th – Trivia Night – Test your 
Jeopardy skills.
April 1st – Easter Brunch Buffet – Hop 
on over to the BYC for this annual 
spring tradition of seasonal favorites. 
April 28th – Spring Dance – An eve-
ning to welcome both old and new 
members back to the club after the 
long winter hiatus.
Stay tune for some last minute events 
as your Entertainment Committee 
returns to put their heads together 
producing another year of premier 
events!

Below: the 50 year plus members with 
GM DePasquale at the dedication of the 
50 year member plaque.
bottom: Fleet Captain Kulwicki shakes 
hands with the half century club.
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RCR
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SALES  •  SERVICE  •  DOCKING  •  STORAGE
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Dealers for
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 • J/boats
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 • C & C

"Serving the Buffalo Boating Community for 44 years"

Commodore’s Ball Photos
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Commodore’s Ball Photos
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Commodore’s Ball Photos
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Commodore’s Ball Photos
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MEMBERSHIP
The following new members joined 
the Buffalo Yacht Club since the last 
issue of the BINNACLE: Active: Rick 
Lewis; Social: Lorrie Clemo, Fred 
Fadel, Leslie Fogg; Junior: Michael 
Johnson.

Changing classification were: Active 
to Social: Ronald Rechan, Dori Mar-
shall; Intermediate to Non-Resident: 
Matthew Hostetler; Active to Retired 
Active: James S. Atkinson.

Reinstatements accepted from: Ac-
tive: Tim Jehle.

Resignations accepted with regret 
from: Active: Howard W. Benatovich; 
Social: Richard C. Baer, Eamon Fer-
guson, Virginia Wendel and Gregory 
DeCinque.

We mourn the deaths of P/C John 
Alevras and Dr. Milton Weiser. 

Above: Robert and Leslie Fogg

Below: Fred and Mary Ellen Fadel

Above: Mike Johnson

Below: Lorrie Clemo
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Regatta News by Doug Bienko
Trophy winners for 2017 photos 
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James Rhoads Outstanding Member 
James Kulwicki
   
Maythem Wheel Wed PHRF 
“B”  Amazing Potato E r i c 
Christianson
   
Williams Trophy Wed PHRF 
“A”  Sledgehammer Tom Lewin
   
Smith Cup BYC Boat of the Year 
Short Course Amazing Potato 
Erie Christianson
   
Colonel’s Cup BYC Thurs Boat of 
the Year Gypsy Wind P e g 
Leous
   
Knox Cup BYC Boat of the Year 
Long Course Sledgehammer T o m 
Lewin
   
Obersheimers Cup Vinyasa Mike Bar-
ry
   
J/22 Fleet Championship  
Eudaimonia Mark Stuhlmiller
   
“Buzz” Jokl Memorial M&J BOTY 
Plumb Bob Mike Sendor
   
Buffalo Courier Express Erie Dover 
BYC Top Boat Enchanted J o d i 
Osinski
   
July 4thLittle Sister Joe Gelsomino
   
Labor Day L a b o r  d a y  
Black Sheep  Adam Masters
   
Betty Kay Trophy Zephyr Rob-
ert Spampata
   
Clair EB  BYC Overnight Race 
Black Sheep  Adam Masters
   
Rear Comm Edward Oldham C h i -
na Light Poison Ivy II Sandy Kondzie-
la
   
Mayor’s Cup Amazing Potato E r i e 
Christianson
   
Molson Cup Q u e e n  C i t y   
Sledgehammer Tom Lewin
   
Cruiser’s Cup Friend of the Fleet 
 Flo Vach


