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Commodore Ted Johnson’s 
comments:

Well it has been an eventful few 
months. We sustained a considerable 
amount of damage to the Buffalo 
Basin and we are working to get ev-
erything repaired prior to the boating 
season. We may have to replace a few 
docks so please have patience with us 
as we work through all the issues. We 
were lucky enough to have the new 
wall almost complete when the storm 
hit and the project is almost complete 
now. We are just waiting for things to 
settle in order to pave the parking lot.

I want to thank PC Doug Bienko for 
all his help on the accounting side. 
When we lost Michelle, Doug stepped 
in to keep the club running. He has 

taught Olivia to make all the post-
ings in our system and Freed Maxick 
will take over the running of our ac-
counting system for the time being. 
Doug has been working tirelessly on 
all kinds of projects and we all owe 
him a debt of gratitude for all his 
hard work in the background.
There is a lot going on including the 
dredging of Point Abino Basin and 
channel. There are several events 
coming up at the clubhouse and 
many successful ones just passed. The 
dining room is filling up and the need 
for a reservation on Fridays and Sat-
urdays is becoming a must. Junior 
sailing is starting so we will have the 
kids out front sailing and a lot of ac-
tivities happening. Please reserve July 
8th for Sail Roswell. Tom Lewin has a 
great committee working hard to

make this a successful fund raiser for 
the BYC in support of Roswell Park.
A shout out to Sam and his staff for 
the constant amount of events they 
have been running recently. If seems 
like there is a different event almost 
every day. It is a tribute to his team 
that the dining room is filling up and 
the parties are selling out. The LeRoi 
Johnson event was close to a sell out 
and very well attended. Thursday 
nights seems to be committee nights 
and the dining room and bar get 
filled to the brim with all the com-
mittee members. A big thank you 
to all of you who serve on the com-
mittees. Without you the club would 
not be where it is today.
So that is it for now, please reserve 
May 5th for the Cinco de Mayo par-
ty!



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100,  Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888
www.vannerinsurance.com

a division of Vanner Insurance Agency

Stevens Marine
Insurance Agency

We Know Boats!
Marine Insurance — Since 1904

Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@stevensagency.com)

for personal attention
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Vice Commodore....................................Peter Johnson
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DIRECTORS 
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Mary Theresa Seitz                               Ed Gawrecki             
Paul Grenauer                                   Sara Hanavan    

MANAGEMENT
Club Manager ...................................Sam DePasquale
Banquets & Dining ...........................................................
Accounting and Human Resources.....Olivia Sajdak 
Executive Chef ............................... Jack W. Cambria
Membership.....................................................................
Point Abino ........................................................Ruth Sparks
Boating Education .....................................Paul Grenauer
BINNACLE Editor .....................................Doug Bienko

Dining Reservations—883-5900
Business Office—883-5900

Point Abino—905-651-7957

Membership
Easter – Sunday April 9, 2023 
Friday with Friends – Fri-
day April 14, 2023 Welcome 
Spring featuring music and 
appetizers 
Dinner and a Movie Night at 
the BYC – Saturday April 22, 
2023 
Cinco De Mayo – Friday May 5, 
2023 
Mother’s Day – Sunday May 
14, 2023 
Spring Meeting – Thursday 
May 18, 2023 
Commodore’s Breakfast – Sun-
day May 21, 2023 
Cigar Night – Monday June 12, 
2023 
Lake Erie Interclub Cruise 
(Erie – Dover) -Tuesday and 
Wednesday June 27 – 28, 
2023 at the 
BYC 
Gimme Buffet Party – Friday 
June 30, 2023 
Sail For Roswell – Friday and 
Saturday July 7 – 8, 2023 Re-
gatta and Gala

The following new members 
joined the Buffalo Yacht Club 
since the last issue of the BIN-
NACLE:
Active: Dr. Martin Barron, Da-
vid Adams
Social: Dr. Pawel Kalinski
Junior: Olive Donaghy

Change of classification ac-
cepted from: 
Active to Social: Joseph Schwab, 
William Markel
Active to Retired Active: Sandy 
Vogel, 
Intermediate to Social: Mat-
thew Edwards
Junior to Crew: Michael John-
son
Crew to Intermediate: Nicko-
laus Osinski, Jordan Wishman, 
James Downing
Social to Non-Resident: Michael 
Zuchowski
Non-Resident to Life: William 
Braun

Resignations accepted with re-
gret from: 
Social: Jack Kuhn, John and 
Colleen Cai, Ann Nobel, Debra 
Ann Miller, Michael DePasquale
Pt. Abino: Bill Graves.
Junior: Ruby Bratek, Forrest 
Bratek, Scott Zenowski
Crew: Mikayla Ward
Non-Resident: Natalie Votip-
ka, Randall and Susan Clerk, 
Thomas and Linda Hagner, Wil-
liam Regan Jr.

We mourn the deaths of: Mari-
anne Sprague, Josephine Car-
penter, Honey Clair, Patty Dob-
meier,  Jacqueline Kraft, and 
Bob Ihrig.

Upcoming events

Left: Commodore Ted Johnson 
with his Flag Bridge, L - R Ted, Vice 
Commodore Peter (Louis) John-
son, Rear Commodore Jonathan 
Johnsen, Fleet Captain Donna At-
kinson, Treasurer Kevin Osinski. 
Missing is Secretary Kim Reynolds.
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Vice Commodore Peter Johnson’s  
comments:

Wow! That was my first reaction 
when I walked into the club after 
the shutdown and saw the new ceil-
ing above the bar and the entire first 
floor. If you haven’t been down to the 
club to see it, stop by to have a drink 
and stay for dinner. Thank you to the 
club members that donated money 
to the project. The entire project was 
funded by donations.
I would like to welcome aboard Jack 
Cambria as our new head chef. Jack 
came aboard late last year and the 
food under his watch has been out-
standing. During shutdown Chef Jack 
and Club Manager Sam reworked 
the menus with some new items and 
lower prices. Specials now include 
some more inexpensive options to 
encourage more members to utilize 
your club. 
The House Committee is working 
hard to enhance your dining experi-
ence. Stay tuned for some of the ideas 
we are working on including a new 
wine list. We are trying very hard to 
get things perfect, and the only thing 
we cannot help is the crush for din-
ing at 6:30, so if speed is an issue, try 
earlier or later. 
 I would like to thank the entire club 
staff for all the hard work they put 
in. As all of you are aware staffing is 
difficult in all business today. We are 

constantly looking for new wait staff. 
If you know someone encourage 
them to apply. Please be respectful 
of the current staff and treat them 
kindly. 

Lastly, it is your club. Come down 
and use it. The food is excellent, view 
is incredible, and you never know 
who you will run into at the bar 

Above: Louis accepts his Vice Com-
modore flag from the new Commo-
dore. 
Right: splashing the dredge. 
Below: Past Commodores at the PC 
photo wall, I’m in good company 
indeed!



Above: dredge on its way. Top 
Right: Ted and Jonathan. Right: 
Ted and Donna. Below: Cindy, Car-
olyn, and Marlene give ball glasses 
to Jim and Marilee to make up for 
those they missed during COVID
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Rear Commodore Jonathan John-
sen’s  comments:

It's been a busy winter at the BYC as 
extensive repairs to the wall in the 
Buffalo Basin have been ongoing, 
with various issues arising and being 
solved.  We should all thank the Wall 
and Basin Committees' members for 
all their hard work. 

The new lower deck ceiling was com-
pleted during the winter shutdown 
and looks great. Thank you to all 
the members who donated money 
to make it possible. Please come in 
for a drink and see the difference it 
makes. 

In Point Abino, Ruth has been work-
ing hard to get repairs done to the 
docks and facilities.  One of her big 
projects was to repair the Dredge 
and obtain a permit (a lengthy pro-
cess) to dredge this Spring. The per-
mit was granted and with the final 
repairs done,  the Dedge is in the 
water, and Ruth has the job almost 
complete. The boats over 6 feet draft 
will have a much easier time this 
year. Please thank Ruth for all her 
hard work on getting Point Abino 
ready for the season. In addition, all 
the heaters for the pools have been 
replaced and will be in operation this 
season. 

The Point Abino Committee has 
been trying to do its best in keeping 

Point Abino in good shape, making 
sure the damage from the storms, 
while nowhere near the Buffalo Basin 
level, still needs attention. 
And, unseen in the back office, PC 
Bienko and Treasurer Osinski have 
been putting our financial records 
in order. Please make sure to thank 
them and especially PC Bienko, who 
I am sure had better things to do with 
his spare time than spending hours 
and hours getting the BYC's financial 
records in order. 
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Fleet Captain Donna Atkinson’s 
comments:

Well, 2022 certainly went out like a 
Lion!   The December storm created 
a large amount of damage to the 
Buffalo Basin and docks.   We remain 
diligent in our efforts to have the Ba-
sin ready for our May 15th opening, 
doing everything to avoid obstacles 
that may prevent a full basin opening 
AND assure all members have a dock 
available for their vessel. 
I want to thank all of the members of 
the Basin committee, as well as Doug 
Bienko, Dave Woollatt, Mike Barry, 
Craig Bruening, and Dan Ward for 
their immediate response to assist with 
the damage incurred.   We were very 
fortunate to have a good weather 
day the last week of December when 
the ice had already melted and we 
were able to resecure the docks stored 
in the Basin.
A detailed list of all damage sustained 
has been compiled and reviewed with 
Chubb, our insurance company.  

The key issues we have been focused 
on with them are the complete re-
placement of 1 of 2 fingers associat-
ed with the dock which sunk on the 
Navy side.   The South Outer docks 
also require like-for-like replace-
ment and will include the interme-
diate fingers to maintain consistency 
with all other outer wall docks.
As soon as insurance approval is re-
ceived, Buffalo Marine is committed 
to reassemble, repair and install all 
docks.   They will also be handling 
other miscellaneous Basin repair re-
quirements, which they estimate can 
be completed within a 3-4 week pe-
riod of time.  O’Connell Electric has 
provided their quote for electrical re-
pairs and ability to begin work. 

     All elements are in place so that 
when we have the OK to begin, we 
can do so without delay.
The Basin committee has also been 
researching options to repair or re-
place the Porter Avenue Steel float-
ing docks.   These docks were stored 
off-site and did not incur storm 
damage, but they do require atten-
tion.   A number of options are being 
evaluated for review with the mem-
bership for repairing/replacing them 
over a period of time or all at once.
I am honored to be the BYC Fleet 
Captain this year and look forward 
to warmer days ahead, as well as an-
other great boating season!

Below: Commodores and
 Commodorables!
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Left: BYC 2023 Board of Directors

Opposite page - Top: Marlene gives 
Sandy flowers for her outstanding 
work at the Ball. Middle: Cecelia 
Kohlmeier accepts Member of the 
year. Bottom: Rob accepts Employ-
ee of the year for the entire staff. 
Middle: Mike Sendor inducts me 
into Blue Gavel, Thanks Mike!
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Guest Columnist Kevin Arnold

I recently had the pleasure of speak-
ing over dinner with David Johnson, 
Ted Johnson’s father, who has been a 
member of the yacht club since 1964.  
Here are some highlights from our 
conversation.

How did you first join the yacht club?

I bought an 18’ Seagull not long af-
ter moving to Buffalo and a friend of 
mine suggested I join.  I thought there 
was no way the yacht club would 
want someone with such a modest 
boat but they were eager for younger 
members.

What was racing like back then?

Before the Buffalo Harbor Sailing Club 
was started in 1977, we raced at Point 
Abino on weekends. We would have 
weekend races to Port Colbourne and 
Port Maitland. We would race up on 
Saturday and have a big dinner and 
party and race back on Sunday.  We 
also used to have a rivalry with the 
officers from the Navy Reserve next 
door.  One year, they even brought 
up a crew from Annapolis to try and 
beat us but the BYC showed them 
how to race on Lake Erie. This ended 
up being The Great Race.

Have you raced the Erie Dover?

More times than I can count.  My first 
was in 1968 in a ‘28 Starlight I had just 
bought.  We started out way behind 
but ended up coming back and win-
ning the race. We have a lot of fond 
memories and friends that we have 
made over the years on the Erie Do-
ver.

What was your first boat?

A 12’ Barnegat Bay Sneakbox that I 
bought for $50.  Ted’s first boat, with 
a 13’ beam, was wider than mine was 
long!

What are some club traditions that 
you miss?

Members used to put on skits that 
were very popular.  I also really liked

 the Harbor Lights parties in the sum-
mer when the boats from Point Abi-
no would come down all decorated 
to the Buffalo Basin.  The windows 
upstairs in the club used to open out, 
which is something I miss.

What is the biggest change you’ve 
seen in the yacht club?

It used to be a DIY club.  There was a 
rail line that went down to the water 
to take boats in and out of the wa-
ter.  At the beginning of each season, 
everyone would be down working on 
their boats, helping each other out, 
and having a great time.  When the 
rail line was taken out to build the 
parking lot, the club changed quite 
a bit.

What is the best thing about the 
yacht club?

Definitely the relationships with peo-
ple. It is a great place to meet friends 
that like to do what we do. We like 
being on and around the water. 
Many of these same friends belonged 
to Sitzmarker (now Buffalo Ski Club)  
and after the season, we would ski all 
winter with them. This still happens 
today. The club has had a lot of char-
acters and we have made so many 
great friends over the years.

You joined in 1964.  What do you 
suppose the club will be like in 2064?

Exactly like it is now.
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Buffalo Basin Priority
James Christensen   1
Thomas Leising  2.1
Robert Miller   3.1
Claudette Eggert    4
Laurence Beahan     5
Paul Neureuter      6
Frederick Cohen     7.1
John Murty          8
Roy Jordan          9
John Sanderson      10
Charles Obersheimer 11
Joseph Gelsomino, Jr.   12
John Cosmann        13
Robert Fohl         14
Robert Lutz         15
Douglas Bienko      16
Paul X. Johnson     17
Richard Ham         18.1
Thomas Tepas        19
James Atkinson      20
William Flaglor     21
Michael Sendor      22
William Bredenberg  23
Tom Lewin           24
Tom Lewin           24.5
William Roche       25
Robert Gage         26
Michael J. McGee    27
Jerry Cataldo       28
Dr. Emmanuel Gambacorta 29
Ted Johnson         30
George Anderson     31
Edward Gawarecki    32
Robert Dobmeier     33
Michael Barry       34
Jeffrey Hayes       35
Peter Johnson       36
Mark Dadd           37
Paul Grenauer       38
Merrily Kuhn        39
Mark Stuhlmiller    40.1
Debra Park          41
James Kondziela     42
Robert Stelianou    43
Douglas Bean        44
Jodi Hill           45.1

Mike DeHart         46
John Tracy          47
Peter Godfrey       48.1
Joe Roetter         49
Joseph Steinmetz    50
Jonathan Johnsen    51
Eric Christensen    52
Julie Waldron       53
Dwight Moldenhauer  54
Peter Rains         55
Eugene & Kelly O'Neill  56
John Buscher        57
John Higgins        58
John Reinhold       59
Michael Kraft       60.1
Michael Kraft       60.5
John Tomczak        61
Robert Kaine        62
David Woollatt      63
Craig Bruening      64
Paul Noel           65
Carla Young         66
Sara Creenan        67
James Blount        68
Steven Molik        69
David Nieman        70
John Montague       71.1
John Montague       71.5
Kevin Osinski       72
Derek Reinhold      73
William G. Braun III    74
Donald Tompkins     75.1
Ronald Hortman      76
Jack Mehltretter    77
William Robbins     78.1
Gerald Gasz         79.1
William Markel      80.1
Kirk Dorn           81.1
John Richmond       82.1
Ian Danic           83
Todd Schupbach      84
Michael Augello     85
Sandy Vogel         86.1
Todd Morris         87.1
Troy Szatkowski     88.1
Brad Jones          89.1
Tim Scott           90.1
Matt Franzek        91.1

Jessica Moore       92.1
Amy Starck          93
Jonathan Moyer      94
Greg Robinson       95
David Kirszenstein  96
James Franzek       97
Michael Jordan      98
Clement Arrison     99
John Pettis        100
Stephen Munschauer 101
Alan Aquilina      102
Jonathan Graff     103
Jeffrey Markarian  104
Bernard Kolber     105
Trey Barrett       106
Howard Hain        107
Carl Hensler       108
Kimberly Whistler  109
Ronald Resetarits  110
Daniel Ward        111
Richard Scherer    112
James DePerno      113
David Krystaf      300
Jeff Markarian     302
RJ Bouchard        303
Robert Heidenreich 304
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Jack W. Hunt & Associates, Inc.
The exclusive providers of
the Perfect Transcript™ 
Court Reporting • iPad Realtime 
Photocopying • Video Services

Video Conferencing  

Principals—
Kevin R. Hunt

PC Timothy M. Hunt

716-853-5600

See us on the Web at www.jwhcorp.com

424 Main Street 
Suite 1120 Liberty Building

Buffalo, NY  14202

Above: shameless nepotisim, Sgt 
Kenneth Bienko Jr. sworn in by 
member Sheriff John Garcia. L - R 
Undersheriff Cooley, Sheriff Gar-
cia, Sgt. Bienko, Captain (retired)
Doug Bienko



Carl Hensler 1
Carl Hensler 1.5
Thomas Leising 2
Alan Aquilina 3
John Murty 4
Sandy Vogel 5
Paul Neureuter 6
Paul Neureuter 6.5
Jeffrey Markarian 7
William Flaglor 8
William Flaglor 8.5
Irving Barrett 9
Timothy Hunt 10
Michael Jordan 11
Michael Jordan 11.5
Michael Kraft 12
Robert Fohl 13
Gregory Zagon 14
Stephen Munschauer 15
Robert Dobmeier 16.1
John Montague 17
Dr. Emanuel Gambacorta 18
Dr. Emanuel Gambacorta 18.5
Daniel Ward 19
Daniel Ward 19.5
Peg Leous 20
Howard Hain 21
Peter Godfrey 22
Robert Kaine 23
John Tomczak 242
Mark Stuhlmiller 25
Mark Stuhlmiller 25.5
Robert Gage 26
Kimberly Whistler 27
Peter Egloff 28
Peter Egloff 29
Edward Sippel 30
Joseph Bellonte 31
Joseph Bellonte 31.5
John Tracy 32.1
Jonathan Johnsen 33.1
Barry Goodin 34
James Blount 35
Richard Scherer 36
Paul Johnson 37
Donald Boyd 38

Point Abino Priority William Bredenberg 39
Dwight Moldenhauer 40
Douglas Bean 41
Roy Jordan 42
Frank Hayden 43
Joseph Schwab Jr. 44.1
Joseph Schwab Jr. 44.5
Merrily Kuhn 45
Trey Barrett 46
Kirk Dorn 47
John Richmond 48
Kevin Osinski 49.1
William G. Braun III 50.1
Donald Tompkins 51
Ronald Hortman 52.1
Jack Mehltretter 53.1
Ian Danic 54.1
Eugene & Kelly O'Neill 55.1
Steven Molik 56.1
John Higgins 57.1
Jonathan Graff 58.1
John Sanderson 59.1
Edward Gawarecki 60.1
Jerry Cataldo 61.1
Julie Waldron 62.1
Robert Lutz 63.1
Paul Noel 64.1
Carla Young 65.1
Todd Morris 66
Troy Szatkowski 67.1
Brad Jones 68
Tim Scott 69
Matt Franzek 70.1
Jessica Moore 71
Tony Daily 72
Amy Starck 73
Jonathan Moyer 74.1
Greg Robinson 75
David Kirszenstein 76.1
David Nieman 77
Gerald Gasz 78
Jeffrey Hayes 79
Jeffrey Hayes 80
John Cosmann 81
James DePerno 82
William Robbins 83

Vincent Brannigan 401
Jonathan Wright 402
Delbert Voth 403
Delbert Voth 403.5
Joy O'Donnell 404
Lee Smith 405
Mark Osinga 406
Bob Dyer 407
Graham Stubbs 408
Martin Myers 409
Rene Bouchard 501
Rene Bouchard 501.5
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