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COMMODORE — continued on page 2

Commodore Doug Bienko’s 
comments:

Merry Christmas! Hanukkah Same-
ach! Joyous Kwanzaa! Where to be-
gin? What a very busy year this has 
been for us. Big projects at home, 
pretty big project at the club, sailing 
and all of the other routine life stuff. 
We spent a lot of time at the club, one 
of my favorite places, really enjoy the 
people, and the environment, great 
place to spend time. Ted has taken 
the reins for his year, 2023 will hope-
fully be quieter for him. Together with 
the board we accomplished a lot, the 
place looks great, and the wall proj-
ect is well underway, the piledriver 
crane is in the yard, the holes for the 
tie back rods have been bored, and 
scheduled to start putting steel in the 
ground tomorrow. Love to see it get 

done this year, however the paving 
and railing reinstallation will have 
to wait for spring. I would like to 
thank PC Mike Barry for his tireless 
efforts at the helm of the Basin Wall 
Committee, and all of the members 
of that committee, especially Craig 
Bruening, who is making sure design 
is conforming to best practices, as 
well as advising the committee on 
other aspects of the job. 
Also thanks are due to the staff at 
the club, this has been a tough year 
for them, shorthanded as they were, 
rallied to give us a great experience 
in all aspects of club life, from the 
cleanliness to the prompt service of 
delicious food, and clean and well 
run basins.  They are really special 

people. Make sure you let them 
know they are exceeding your ex-
pectations. Thanks also to the mem-
bership of the club for your generous 
donations to the employee holiday 
fund, I know that the staff appreci-
ate it. 
The Commodore’s Ball was fabulous, 
The room was decked out like I have 
never seen, Sandy Vogel did a won-
derful job with the decor and flowers, 
not to mention the holiday decora-
tions done by the members under 
her direction. The food was another 
big hit, I heard some very flattering 
comments from the visiting Com-
modores and their Vice’s. The servers 
were in fine form, as usual.



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100,  Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888
www.vannerinsurance.com

a division of Vanner Insurance Agency

Stevens Marine
Insurance Agency

We Know Boats!
Marine Insurance — Since 1904

Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@stevensagency.com)

for personal attention
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The band was great,my brother in 
law was in good voice downstairs too. 
Marlene’s brother Joe is very talent-
ed, and a nice touch for the cocktail 
portion of the evening. Having my 
friends and family there was an add-
ed bonus. I don’t spend enough time 
with them I thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening. Of course, that was made a 
lot more special because of my date 
that night, Marlene has put up with 
a lot this year more than past, I spent 
a lot more time this year at the club. 
Thank you so much honey. I’ll try to 
make it up to you. 
Tom Lewin is the impetus behind 
the club running a fundraiser at the 
club to benefit Roswell Park, Sail 
for Roswell is the name, and if you 
remember the last one, should be 
our chance as a club to shine again. 
As most know, Tom has had some 
health issues of late, well, if you don’t 
count his hip. Roswell is very dear to 
me too, Marlene worked there, and 
we developed many friendships with 
the staff there, I even had some rou-
tine surgery there. So stay tuned for 
details on how you can support the 
effort. 
In closing, I would like to thank all of 
you for letting me have the honor of 
being the Commodore of the Buffalo 
Yacht Club. I will treasure the experi-
ence. 

The following new members 
joined the Buffalo Yacht Club 
since the last issue of the BIN-
NACLE:
Social: Maureen McCabe.
Junior: Aniella DiDomenico.

Change of classification accept-
ed from: 
Active to Social: Stephen Ander-
son, Tom & Cheryl Spulecki.
Social to Non-Resident: Jona-
than Nash. 
Pt. Abino to Non-Resident: Ker-
ry Kraft.
Intermediate to Social: Robert 
Armstrong.

Resignations accepted with re-
gret from: 
Social: Anthony & Toi Busca-
glia, Joseph Lombardo, Kather-
ine O’Donnell, F. William Gray.
Junior: Christian Gugliuzza.

We mourn the death of: Jacque-
line Kraft, Patty Dobmeier.

Cover: Past, present, and future 
Commodores. Below: Leah Trow 
decorated a boat for us, day and 
night views. 
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Vice Commodore Ted Johnson’s  
comments:

Well the spring came and went then 
the summer and I thought we were 
still in fall but we are in the throes of 
winter. The boats are all put away 
and the Commodore’s Ball is past.... 
and if you missed it you missed an 
awesome night!! It was a great time 
for all and a perfect night to honor 
our Commodore. The waitstaff and 
kitchen did an amazing job and the 
decorations were a huge hit. What a 
highlight for a wonderful year.

Speaking of decorations, every year 
Sandy Vogel and her helpers spend a 
Monday night at the club and deco-
rate. Every year they do such a won-
derful job and it make our clubhouse 
look so beautiful. Please make sure if 
you see Sandy to thank her and her 
team.

I hope you all had the opportunity 
to have lunch or dinner at the club 
or sample some of our fall specials at 
the bar. We continue to try to pro-
vide what you, the membership, are 
looking for. Don’t feel shy about ask-
ing our bartenders to make some-
thing special for you and I will say 
that Rob has mastered making the 
best cappuccinos. I would be remiss 
if I didn’t encourage you to welcome 
Michael (Mike) as our newest bar-
tender. He is excellent and by no way 
a novice. You can see him currently 
on Wednesdays.

One of my goals this year was to get 
the downstairs bar ceiling replaced

 and I feel badly that I did not com-
plete this task. The Board had ap-
proved that we could do this work 
provided that I raise the money for it, 
which is between $11-14,000. Because 
of the wall project dollars are tight 
on everything else. So far we have 
raised about $6,000 without a lot 
of effort. There are 4-5 people that 
have volunteered $1,000 each. If you 
want to help close this gap please 
talk to Peter (aka Louis) Johnson 
and he will ensure your donations 
are noted. We hope to do this work 
during the shutdown in January and 
February while the club is closed.

Our new Chef, Jack Cambria is work-
ing well with the staff and is excited 
about presenting a new menu to the 
members when we reopen February 
8th. As the holiday season is bringing 
us parties and more business Sam has 
been working hard to bring in staff 
and he is doing a first rate job on all 
accounts. This is the busiest the club 
has been since before the pandem-
ic. Please let the Vice Commodore 
know of any issues or any suggestions 
so we can make your experience the 
best possible.

The club will shut down as usual in 
January for work and cleaning. The 
Club will be closed from January 15th 
– February 8th. If anyone has any 
questions please reach out and let 
me know how I can help.

Above: Niagara Sailing Club’s Com-
modore Jack Dally and Vice Judy-
Tucker presented the BYC with a 
plaque thanking us for a donation 
to their rebuild. They were effusive 
in presenting it, and it is hung on 
a column in the bar.

Below: Never tire of the sunsets at 
the club.
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Rear Commodore Carl Hensler’s  
comments:

It was sad to see one of the best sum-
mers in years come to a close, but on 
the bright side it is already December 
and spring is just 4 months away.

The Point Abino Committee or PAC 
as it is sometimes called, consisted of 
the following members:  Jeff Markari-
an, John Bratek, Thomas Kraft, Alan 
Aquilina, William Flaglor, Jeffrey Vo-
gel, P/C Stephen Munschauer, P/C 
Paul Neureuter, Robert Fohl.  Also 
included in the PAC as Ad Hoc mem-
bers:  P/C Emanuel Gambacorta, 
Delbert Voth and Michael Jordan. 
My sincere appreciation goes to all 
for their guidance, support and hard 
work.  Thank you.

There were lots of repairs and im-
provements made over the past 
season (to many to list here) and 
the grounds have never looked bet-
ter thanks to the devotion and hard 
work of Ruth, Kevin and Jeremy.

Definitely the largest project for the 
year was being able to get the pool 
painted and re-opened after all the 
restrictions for the past year were lift-
ed.  We have purchased new heaters 
for the pools.  This required digging 
and installing a new 2” gas line and 
now will require new underground 
wiring and new electrical boxes to 
meet current codes.  Gas line work 
was completed in the early fall and 
the electrical work will be completed 
over the winter or early next spring.

Bell Canada has now installed fibre-
optic lines all the way to the light-
house and we have switched to 

them for our Internet service.  This 
should be a substantial improve-
ment for both the land and basin.
 
There were some great parties at the 
Point this summer with the highlight 
being the Smokn’Budha dinner party 
where over 100 were in attendance.  
If you missed it last year, make sure 
you come this year.  

A few of the dock removal work par-
ties had to be cancelled due mainly 
to Mother Nature, but a success-
ful one was had during the week.  
Many thanks to all the brave souls 
who came out in the miserable win-
ter cold to help.  This could not have 
been accomplished without your as-
sistance.
The Point Abino facility is now offi-
cially winterized and closed.

The lake level right now is the lowest 
I have seen it since the mid 80’s.  We 
are going to have to dredge and the 
permits have been applied for and 
are waiting for approval.  Our win-
dow for dredging is very small and at 
this stage all we can do is hope for a 
mild winter and an early spring.  The 
membership will be kept informed as 
we proceed.

Lets all hope for a mild winter, early 
spring and another great summer!

Left: Club looking great for the hol-
idays. Above: Contractors boring 
holes through wall in preparation 
for tie back rods, which will hold 
the top of the piles used to stabi-
lize the wall. Opposite page: Pile 
drivers have started the process to 
drive piles, hoping the job is com-
plete before the basin freezes. 
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Fleet Captain Jonathan Johnsen’s 
comments:

It was a sad day when the Basin 
closed earlier than usual, and the 
Boating season ended in October.  
But, of course, but the fun at the BYC 
continued.  I hope you were able to 
make it to the many events over the 
last few months.  Most unique for 
me was having Thanksgiving dinner 
with my family while watching the 
Bills play.  My children, who probably 
were wondering how long that could 
stand at the dinner table with their 
parents, stayed for the entire game, 
of course.  I think it was the longest 
(and best) Thanksgiving Dinner I’ve 
had with them. 
 As usual the Commodore’s 
Ball was fantastic.  This year we 
honored Commodore Bienko, who 
worked tirelessly throughout the year 
to make the Club better and I know 
will continue to do so, just hopefully 
not at quite the same frantic pace for 
his and Marlene’s sake.
 It has been a pleasure to 
serve the BYC as Fleet Captain this 
year; it has given me the opportunity 
to meet so many new people.  There 
were far fewer complaints than I was 
led to believe there would be, and I 
received many compliments on how 

the Club House and Basin were look-
ing.  I have to thank everyone who 
helped during the year to make the 
BYC a great yacht club.  I look for-
ward to continuing to serve as Rear 
Commodore next year and have 
already meet with the Point Abino 
Committee to hear what projects 
they want to pursue next year. 
 Slip assignments have been 
completed and you should be receiv-
ing yours in the mail.  We were able 
to accommodate almost all requests 
at the Porter Avenue Basin in either 
slips or as slip hoppers.  There were 
quite a few boats moving around 
and a number of new boats coming 
to the Basin.  I look forward to seeing 
and meeting everyone next season.

 Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, and have a great New 
Year.     
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Love the BYC? Consider Joining a 

Committee

I’m always looking for excuses to 
spend more time at the yacht club. 
Parties, dinners, and
drinks at the bar are a lot of fun, but 
there are many other facets to life at 
the BYC as well.
One of the ways I’ve managed to dis-
cover this is by joining the entertain-
ment committee a few
months ago. At first, I wasn’t sure 
which committee to join or how to go 
about it but, fortunately,
I was asked by PC Jim Kulwicki and 
just decided to go for it. I would en-
courage anyone who
wants to get more involved in the 
yacht club to reach out to someone 
who’s already on a
committee and ask if they are look-
ing for help.
You don’t need to bring a lot of ideas 
or expertise to serve on a committee. 
As a relatively new
member, I thought that I couldn’t 
possibly have enough knowledge or 
experience to
meaningfully contribute in any spe-
cific area. The reality, however, is 
that committees need
fresh perspectives from members who 
are open to new ideas and willing to 
learn. I have
already learned quite a lot about 
how the club operates by serving on 
the entertainment
committee and I believe this has 
made me a better and more en-
gaged member of the club.
The yacht club committees typically 
meet once a month for an hour or 
two. While focus and
dedication are important, this is not a 
large commitment and in my experi-
ence, there has not
been a lot of extra work required 
outside of our scheduled meetings 
and events. I’ve found that
I can get as involved with the enter-
tainment committee as I want while 
also being free to decline
when I have another commitment.
Whether you’re an active, intermedi-
ate or social member, anyone is eli-
gible to serve on a
committee. I think it’s important that 
our committees represent all of the 
club’s membership and

that there is a variety of perspectives 
weighing in on the goals and projects 
our committees
undertake. I’ve been able to meet 
members that I might not have oth-
erwise and have enjoyed
hearing their thoughts on the club 
and what they want to get out of it.
All in all, joining the entertainment 
committee has been a great experi-
ence that’s allowed me to
meet new people and deepen my 
connection with the club.

Kevin Arnold

Many Thanks to my BYC Ex-
tended Family

Happy News!!!  As many of you know 
I was having dialysis treatments 3 af-
ternoons a week for about a year 
while waiting for a kidney trans-
plant, since my 2nd transplant had 
worn out.  On September 30, 2022 I 
received a kidney from a 41 year old 
man who unfortunately, for his fam-
ily, passed.  I have much to be thank-
ful for this year and the new graph 
is working well.  Bonnie and I must 
thank all of you who kept us in your 
thoughts, prayers, and provided en-
couragement while I was on dialysis 
leading up to transplant.  You can 
all include yourselves as being part of 
this successful transplant.  Bonnie and 
I are looking forward to April when 
we can work on the boat and get 
“Bobbie’s Cowbell” back in the slip.  
Thank you again for all the support.
Craig Bruening
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Family holloween party photos
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As I noted in my remarks, the Commodore’s Ball was fabulous, had a 
great night. Thanks to all who attended. I want to thank John Borsa for 
the great photos - he has prints for sale at johnborsaphotography.com if 
you want to purchase, or just look at the rest, we did not have room for 
them all.
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Both pages: High school sailors on 
the water and at their banquet. 
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