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COMMODORE — continued on page 2

Commodore Stephen Mun-
schauer’s comments:

I would like to thank all of the Board, 
Bridge, PC’s, members, and staff, 
who helped me, and offered advice 
to make the Club a better place for 
everyone.
What a year, what a two years, this 
has been. November 20, 2020, the 
first day of my term, we went into 
Covid shutdown mode and back to 
serving take outs, again.
Over the two sessions of take outs, 
in 2020 and 2021, we served over 
3,000 meals, probably more than 
we would have served if the dining 
room were open. Thank you to all 
who patronized your Club.
As the year went on, dining reopened 
with restrictions, which were eventu-
ally lifted. In early July, our Chef left,

 and Mike Massey, our Sous Chef, 
stepped up and maintained our out-
standing level of cuisine served at the 
finest dining venue in Western New 
York.
We have endured staffing issues with 
the loss of our Banquet Manager, 
Executive Chef, and Comptroller, 
along with struggles to find and re-
tain, maintenance, kitchen, and front 
of the house staff, in this very uncer-
tain labor market. We are thankful 
to all the loyal staff that we do have. 
A special thanks to Sam for dealing 
with all the staffing turmoil.
A related staffing issue is that the 
Club was able to take advantage of 
the federal Payroll Protection Plan 
loans and Employee Retention Cred-
its, which have left us in a very 

healthy financial position.
On another note, due to fall storms of 
2019 and 2020, the Porter Basin has 
new floating docks on the outer wall 
of the berm, along with new docks 
on the inner side, electrical upgrades, 
and berm resurfacing, we now have 
one of the finest basins in the area.
A major effort has gone into design-
ing the best way to winterize all of 
the floating docks to prevent future 
fall/winter storm damage.
The dining room, and lower deck, 
have new chairs, after over a five-
year effort of replacing the well-used 
barrels chairs.
Looking forward, we will be upgrad-
ing the HVAC equipment to 



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 
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COMMODORE —from page 1

The following new members joined 
the Buffalo Yacht Club since the last 
issue of the BINNACLE:
Social: Jay Boardway
Intermediate: David Kirszenstein & 
Kevin Arnold
Pt. Abino: William & Sally Graves

Change of classification accepted 
from: 
Active to Social: Joseph Gambacorta
Social to Active: Dee Drew
Intermediate to Active: Naomi Lasco
Active to Non-Resident: Andrew 
Dunbar
Retired Active to Non-Resident: 
Frank Kania

Resignations accepted with regret 
from: 
Social: Michael Straeck, Jim & Kathy 
Marshall, Larry & Nancy Robinson, 
Rob Plato & Deborah Rogenmoser, 
Leo Bradley
Crew: Robert Gerst

We mourn the death of: Malcolm 
Bourne

and have Requests for Proposal’s out 
to stabilize the wall.
The legacy floating docks are being 
reviewed for potential rehab and the 
outer south docks are being evalu-
ated.
Also, if you haven’t noticed, the flag-
pole has had a long overdue refur-
bishment with a coat of white paint 
and all the flags flying in their proper 
location.
Meanwhile, at our Pt. Abino Station, 
Ruth Sparks and her crew have done 
an outstanding job maintaining that 
facility and basin. Unfortunately, the 
Ontario Covid policies remain more 
restrictive than New York, so there 
was minimal allowed usage of the 
facilities for our Canadian members 
and the few US members that ven-
tured over after the border opened 
on August 9th. 
Those who did make it over there 
said they have never seen the place 
look better. We are hoping that next 
season we will be able to reopen the 
pool and the entire facility, which 
was restricted the last two seasons.
This past year the Membership Com-
mittee has worked hard on process-
ing our many new members. They 
have also started to reinstate an old 
custom of orienting new members 
with the history, traditions, facilities, 
activities, and lore of the BYC.
They have also been working on a 
solution to address the issues we are 
experiencing with getting and re-
taining younger members. They are 
getting close with a new system that 
would reduce the number ofclassi-
fications and perhaps put the dues 
structure on a bell curve, to fix the 
rapid increase in dues that causes 
many intermediate members to 
quit.. 
We intend to have town hall type 
meetings this spring to inform the 
membership and incorporate respec-
tive feedback and bring a proposal 
to the Board for potential presenta-
tion at next fall’s annual meeting.
Once again, the Boating Ed program 
has exceeded our expectations and 
continues to grow and thrive.
The Entertainment Committee has 
done an outstanding job, particu-
larly considering having to operate 
under Covid restrictions and subse-
quent reluctance of members to fully 

participate in social activities.
Also, a special thank you to our Vice 
Commodore Doug Bienko, who, in his 
role as our Ship’s Husband, has done 
an amazing job maintaining and up-
dating our aging facilities, and as The 
Binnacle editor.
Our 50-year member, Jerry Stange, 
passed away this year. He left a sub-
stantial gift to the BYC in his estate. 
I would encourage everyone to con-
sider the BYC when doing your own 
estate planning.
Finally, on a personal note, Covid re-
strictions at the border have kept us 
from getting our own boat in the wa-
ter. We would like to thank the Kul-
wicki’s and the Vogel’s for getting us 
out on their boats over the past two 
summers. 
I thank everyone for the privilege 
of serving as your Commodore. I’m 
looking forward to an exciting 2022 
and wish everyone a safe and pros-
perous New Year.

provide the latest in filtration sys-
tems for cleaner air circulation. There 
are plans for a new look in the din-
ing room along with a new trophy 
case in the lower deck area, which 
will free up the existing case to once 
again be used to display items for the 
Ship’s Store.
We had issues with power along the 
Porter wall of the basin and there 
are bids going out to resolve the 
problems and provide for future ex-
pansion.
The basin wall in front of the cranes 
has seen some movement and so to 
prevent a collapse we have under-
taken an engineering study 
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Vice Commodore Doug Bienko’s  
comments:

I would like to start by congratulat-
ing our Commodore Stephen Mun-
schauer on his year, like I said at his 
Ball, a steady hand on the tiller. He 
led the Club through another tumul-
tuous year, together with IPC Kul-
wicki , they kept the club on an even 
keel under some trying circumstances 
indeed. 

Speaking of the Ball, it was well done 
as usual by our great kitchen and 
server staff, led by Mike Massey and 
Sam Depasquale. Thanks to all our 
staff for all the hard work that goes 
into running a top notch operation.                                                                      
I would like to thank the house com-
mittee for their help and attention 
this year, we laid the foundation for 
the upcoming dining room update 
that will really make the upper deck 
shine. Very excited about our incom-
ing Vice Commodore Ted Johnson, 
who hit the ground running, and will 
shepherd this complex job to its finish.  
The lower deck ladies room also is on 
the way to a makeover, another long 
overdue project that will be done so
on.                                                                              

The kitchen is still putting out a great 
product, and our search for a new 
Chef has concluded, we will introduce 
our new hire at the installation on 
January first, stop in and meet him. 

We will have some news about a new 
Comptroller after the start of the new 
year, Mike Sheid will be staying into 
2022 to make the transition to his re-
placement, Thanks to Mike for giving 
us this help, and best wishes in your 
new career.

The big wind event last weekend 
taxed the winter position of the docks 
in the basin, but due to a great lay-
out by Secretary Kim Reynolds, and 
the good work of the Basin Com-
mittee and other volunteers, and 
the prep by Joe Gelsomino, we had 
very little damage, easily fixed. Good 
work team.

The board has commissioned a poll 
asking about COVID restrictions, and 
opinions on them to gauge your in-
terest in making certain events or the 
entire clubhouse vaccinated only, or 
some variation of that. Thank you to 
all who replied to the survey. It will 
help us going forward on policy. We 
are working to make your club as 
safe as we can. As of now, per state 
and County rules, everyone must 
mask while standing or walking. You 
may unmask at your seat only. New 
Years eve celebration and Installa-
tion are vaccinated only. 
As always, if you have any sugges-
tions for improving the club, feel free 
to contact me or any board member.

Top photo:the water level 
gauge at the Coast Guard base 
on Saturday December 11, 
shows the rapid increase we 
had, 122 inches above low wa-
ter datum. That is over 7 feet 
higher than the normal lately.
Above:photo of the basin at 
4:12 PM
Left: Basin at 4:57PM.



Page 4 THE BINNACLE

Rear Commodore Carl Hensler’s  
comments:

December is not the most robust time 
of the year at the Point.

I can say though, through the efforts 
of Ruth Sparks, all the buildings are 
winterized, permanent docks are out 
and all the floaters are tied off in the 
middle of the basin. We are ready.
So let winter come and recognize us 
“boat people” do not welcome it.  If 
so it will leave early! 

This fall we had to remove some of 
the big poplar trees.  Two were on 
the driveway overhanging the Ber-
tie Boating Club building and the 
ones overhanging the kitchens on the 
shore side.  They were threatening the 
buildings and were in tough straights.  
It was take them down or wait till 
they fall down and do major damage 
to the buildings.

As you all know, everything at the 
Point is based on pandemic restric-
tions and the border being opened up 
to allow our members access not only 
to their boats but cottages as well.

Assuming things are going to open 
up we have scheduled the pools to be 
painted in the spring.

Some of the other items we are look-
ing at for the coming year are:

A new dishwasher for the kitchens.
A new and improved BBQ area.
Landscaping to further enhance the 
appearance of our property.
Improvement of the showers.
A new party deck/patio.

Of course all are dependent on 
availability of Capital Improvement 
Funds for Point Abino as there are 
also several projects for the Buffalo 
Clubhouse and Basin that need to be 
addressed.

Good news for all.  I just came back 
from Point Abino and we survived 
the storm on Saturday and Sunday 
of winds over 60mph with very mi-
nor damage.  All the floaters survived 
and we only lost a few boards on the 
North dock along with the usual 
wash out of some berm gravel.  

We are without power and will be 
for at least a few days which is not 
unexpected considering the number 
of trees that are down in the area.  
Thank goodness we had those trees 
taken down last month!  Point Abino 
Rd is in tough shape but will be re-
paired shortly.

We were lucky!  This time.

We are all looking forward to a much 
better year in 2022.
Personally, I can’t wait to see the ba-
sin full of boats again!

Think positive and stay well,

Photos this page: top and above: 
much more placid scene than Sat-
urday. 
Below: what looks like easily re-
pairable fence damage at the 
shore head.
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Top left: Upper Deck decked out 
for Commodore’s Ball.
Middle Left: Lower Deck decorated 
with care by members at the deco-
rating party under the direction 
of Sandy Vogel and her daughter 
Alicia Riley

Above: Oh Christmas Tree, Oh 
Christmas Tree. Nice time at the 
tree raising. 



Page 6 THE BINNACLE

RCR
YACHTS

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  DOCKING  •  STORAGE

www.rcryachts.com

RCR Buffalo Marina:
284 FUHRMANN BLVD., BUFFALO, NY  14203

(716) 856-6314

Dealers for
 • Beneteau 
 • J/boats
 • Back Cove
 

"Serving the Bu�alo Boating Community for 46 years"

Top and Middle Left:Holloween Par-
ty ably supervised by PC Kulwicki. 
Left, Above and Opposite page: 
High School, Junior and Adult sailing 
were well attended this year, Thanks 
Leah!
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Jack W. Hunt & Associates, Inc.
The exclusive providers of
the Perfect Transcript™ 
Court Reporting • iPad Realtime 
Photocopying • Video Services

Video Conferencing  

Principals—
Kevin R. Hunt

PC Timothy M. Hunt

716-853-5600

See us on the Web at www.jwhcorp.com

424 Main Street 
Suite 1120 Liberty Building

Buffalo, NY  14202

Photos pages 8-13 Commodore 
Stephen Munschauer’s Ball. Op-
posite page: our outstanding staff 
did a great job, with Mike Massey 
leading them in the kitchen, and 
Sam Depasquale orchestrating 
the party. The food was fabulous, 
servers on top of their game, great 
music, and dancing in nicely deco-
rated clubhouse, great look. Come 
and see if you have not been down 
yet.



THE BINNACLE Page 13



Page 14 THE BINNACLE



THE BINNACLE Page 15



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
BUFFALO, NY

PERMIT NO. 801

The BINNACLE
Official Publication

of the
BUFFALO YACHT CLUB

One Porter Avenue
Buffalo, N.Y. 14201-1097


