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COMMODORE — continued on page 2

Commodores comments

It won’t be difficult to remember 
what the biggest story of 2020 was 
and how it has overshadowed just 
about everything else.  But 2020 
cannot be remembered just for the 
Covid-19 pandemic. There were oth-
er things that occurred at the Buffalo 
Yacht Club, that, in a normal year 
we would have no trouble recalling.  
Some had to do with the weather.  
Others affected how we got from 
here to there, or just what we did 
for fun and recreation.  Here are a 
few contenders if you would like to 
change the conversation about what 
happened in 2020 at the BYC.

October 2019 delivered two power-
ful and catastrophic windstorms that 
have forever changed the look 

of both of the BYC basins for the 
better.  The holidays are well timed 
during the darkest days of the year.  
They boost our spirits when we need 
it the most and 2019 was no excep-
tion. We enjoyed a Commodore’s Ball 
that was over the top, a memorable 
tree Raising Ceremony, and an abun-
dant number of other Club activities 
for our members to enjoy.  The New 
Year brought much excitement and 
anticipation as the new Board was 
installed and planning continued for 
both basins. In late January and ear-
ly February the Clubhouse wooden 
floors were refinished, the employee 
locker/bathroom was refurbished, 

and some finishing touches were 
added to the downstairs ladies room. 
The employee’s back staircase was 
completely renovated creating a far 
safer workplace.  Valentine’s Day 
was celebrated over two memorable 
evenings with live music and a special 
menu.

Through the combined efforts of 
many volunteers the Porter Basin 
was whipped back into shape; the 
clubhouse received new awnings, a 
new sink and floor were installed in 
the downstairs bar, and new touch-
less faucets were installed 



When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats? 

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100,  Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888
www.vannerinsurance.com

a division of Vanner Insurance Agency

Stevens Marine
Insurance Agency

We Know Boats!
Marine Insurance — Since 1904

Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@stevensagency.com)

for personal attention
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COMMODORE — continued from page 1

throughout the building.  New con-
crete slabs were added to the area 
between the locker rooms and the 
bridge.  The Point Abino Station was 
put back together again in anticipa-
tion of a May reopening, and this too 
received needed improvements like 
a new day range and lights, along 
with a new WELCOME sign and new 
stone on the south berm.  A new WiFi 
system was also installed at the Point 
this year.  Our Canadian slip hold-
ers reported that the grounds were 
beautiful this year.

Back at Porter, our takeout service 
was ramped up and continues to be 
highly successful.  It was a summer 
marked by making do and compro-
mises we would have deemed un-
thinkable a year ago.  Limited dining 
returned to the clubhouse and many 
of the traditional boating events 
took on a new look also.  Both the Ju-
nior and Adult Sailing Programs saw 
extreme positive growth.  The Porter 
Basin saw a fresh bustle of activity in 
2020.  Memorable social events were 
introduced, such as boat tours, virtual 
wine tastings and cooking classes, as 
well as movies on the lawn.  New din-
ing room chairs arrived and new fiber 
optics installed.  The berm has been
completely refurbished with new re-
movable electrical towers and the 
much anticipated outer north docks 
have been delivered.  New docks 
have been ordered for the inner ba-
sin berm wall also.  Both facilities are 
going to look amazing in 2021!  Oh 
yes, and  we received another devas-
tating windstorm this fall, forcing us 
to look into how to store those docks 
in the future.
This  has been a year like no other, 
yet the BYC members have contin-
ued to support their club allowing 
us to achieve solid financial results.  
The BYC committee volunteers have 
once again shown their dedication 
and commitment to improving the 
club.  During this extraordinary and 
uncertain period our staff has worked 
tirelessly to keep our ship solid while 
navigating turbulent times.  Much 
of the Buffalo Yacht Club’s success is 
owed to the extraordinarily capable 
shoulders of the 2020 board.  

Such success is possible only because 
of their profound dedication and 
hard work, making the BYC the best 
club anyone can belong to.  I extend 
my deepest appreciation and grati-
tude to them for the sacrifices and 
challenges that were forced upon 
them this year.   
Now, it is time for me to step aside 
and serve our new Commodore and 
board.  If we didn’t have change, 
there would be no butterflies, thus I 
wish this board much success as they 
progress down the path of whatever 
the future holds, be it fair or foul.  I 
know they’ll do it together and  nor-
malcy will return.  When it does, let’s 
hang onto the feeling of how much 
we missed our BYC family.  Remem-
ber how many people we have lost 
during this dreadful pandemic, and 
experience true gratitude that we 
will be celebrating in person, once 
again.
Stay well!  Stay safe!  Stay vigilant!

James Kulwicki 
Commodore 

The following new members joined the 
Buffalo Yacht Club since the last issue of 
the BINNACLE:
Active: Christopher Young & Barbara An-
derson.
Social: Colin & Annette McMahon, William 
Smith.
Intermediate: Robert Heidenreich & Nicole 
Plachta.
Junior: Caitlin Barry, Delia Lake.

Change of classification accepted from: 
Active to Social: Magdalena Jaworska.
Intermediate to Active: Matt & Sara Creen-
an.
Intermediate to Social: Jennifer Klock.
Junior to Crew: Kayleigh Godfrey, Andrea 
Kraft, John Tomczak.
Junior to Non-Resident: Nicole Gambacor-
ta.

Resignations accepted with regret from: 
Active: James Grenauer.
Social: Anne Moot, JP Bak, Diana Storm, 
Daniel & Laura Mietus, Dennis Herzog.
Pt. Abino: Gary Norman.
Military: Nicole Kelly.

We mourn the deaths of: Bette Blum.

Membership:
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Vice Commodores comments

In a normal year, this is the time that I 
would recount all of the festive activi-
ties held at our Club.  Instead we had 
to hold a modified Annual Meeting 
with limited in person capacity, along 
with a Zoom presentation based on 
Covid-19.  Then, two days later, on 
November 19, 2020, we entered into 
an Orange Zone and we were forced 
to discontinue in person dining.  What 
a different world.

We had to either cancel or postpone 
all of the social events from that point 
on.  No Friendsgiving, Thanksgiving, 
or Commodore's Ball.  We hald a vir-
tual Tree Raising ceremony after the 
Commodore, Vice Commodore and 
Rear Commodore, with their spouses, 
were finished with one of the Friday 
night takeout dinner events.

We only did a minimal amount of 
Christmas decorating, since we were 
not able to have our usual holiday 
parties and events.  We got creative 
with special Christmas and New Year's 
Eve take out menus, and we have 
postponed the Installation of Officers 
until the Covid restrictions ease.

Takeouts have been well received by 
the members and we will be putting 
out a menu selection for Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays for the month 
of January.  As soon as we return to 
the Yellow Zone we look forward to 
opening the dining room again.

Stay tuned!  We are in the process of 
acquiring a Cryovac machine.  Chef 
Dave is anxious to begin putting 
together meals that can be sealed 
and frozen and offered to the mem-
bership for takeout and heating at 
home.  He is excited about the po-
tential recipes that he will be able to 
offer using that new piece of equip-
ment.

I would like to extend a huge thank 
you to all the members who so gen-
erously contributed to the Employees 
Holiday Fund this year.  Due to the 
overwhelming support we received 
this year and to the relatively smaller 
staff that we have had. the employ-
ees are receiving a somewhat larger 
amount than in the past. The larger 
donations this year are in a large part 
because we know how especially 
hard this year has been for our staff.

I would like to personally thank all 
of the BYC staff for helping us to get 
through this unprecedented and dif-
ficult year.  I look forward to improv-
ing in 2021, when we hope to slowly 
get back to normalcy at the BYC.

Best wishes for a better and happier 
New Year!

Stephen Munschauer
Vice Commodore

Take out Crew back at it, Left: Sam 
and Dave - (sounds like a band)Top: 
Steaks Middle: Panko fish  Bottom: 
kitchen crew
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Rear Commodore Comments

As 2020 comes to a close(!) Point 
Abino was shuttered by Captain 
Ruth last month without the usual 
member work party, thanks again to 
her and her family for picking up the 
slack created by the border closure. 
We had another high wind storm 
that caused some damage to the 
stone on the berm, as well as docks, 
and the pump out, see photos on this 
page. All relatively minor, either fixed 
or in process. With the Buffalo club-
house closed, we are again back to 
take out only, Chef Dave is mixing 
it up with different offerings coming 
out all the time now. Marlene and I 
had a good time participating in the 
virtual cooking class with 37 other 
people, preparing Coq au vin, was 
pretty easy to follow, and  delicious 
if I say so myself - although Marlene 
did most of the cooking. Well done 
Chef, looking forward to the next 
one. Hopefully we will be open again 
soon for dining, remember we have 
taken all precautions for your safety, 
including enhanced cleaning/sanita-
tion procedures, staff training, touch 
less rest room fixtures and upgraded 
HVAC systems. Really looking for-
ward to the end of the pandemic, its 
9 months now and seems like forever. 
Stay safe everyone, and wishing you 
all a  healthy and prosperous New 
Year.

Left Top : missing dock section, Middle: pump out cover moved, Bottom: new 
structure to protect from high water. Right top: raft took a little ride, Middle 
berm stone again washed away, Bottom:docks set for winter.
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This page: new docks arrive in the 
basin, all of the fingers, the walkway 
for the north most 3 docks (left) are 
now in the dry sail area for spring 
installation. All of the hardware and 
the guide posts have also been de-
livered, Buffalo Marine Construction 
has installed some of them, resume 
in the spring. Bottom middle: Guess
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RCR
YACHTS

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  DOCKING  •  STORAGE

www.rcryachts.com

RCR Buffalo Marina:
284 FUHRMANN BLVD., BUFFALO, NY  14203

(716) 856-6314

Dealers for
 • Beneteau 
 • J/boats
 • Back Cove
 

"Serving the Bu�alo Boating Community for 46 years"

Top Left: Nate understudies at work par-
ty. rest of page: storm clean up.
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Top Left New ping pong table graciously 
donated by Dr. Bonnie Flickenger, top 
right: paddles and balls just inside locker 
room door. Left: our buffalo with first 
snow. Above: never get tired of our great 
sunsets!
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31
32
33.1
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Joseph Gelsomino, Sr.
John Radziwon
James Christensen
Thomas Leising
Robert Miller
Claudette Eggert
Claudette Eggert
Laurence Beahan
Paul Neureuter
Frederick Cohen
John Murty
Roy Jordan
Michael Ryan
John Sanderson
Charles Obersheimer
Joseph Gelsomino, Jr.
John Cosmann
Robert Fohl
Robert Lutz
Douglas Bienko
Paul X. Johnson
Richard Ham
Thomas Tepas
James Atkinson
William Flaglor
Michael Sendor
William Bredenberg
Tom Lewin
Tom Lewin
William Roche

Robert Gage
Michael McGee
Jerry Cataldo
Emmanuel Gambacorta
Ted Johnson
George Anderson
Edward Gawarecki
Robert Dobmeier
Michael Barry
Jeffrey Hayes
Peter Johnson
Mark Dadd
Paul Grenauer
Merrily Kuhn

43
44.1
45
46
47
48.1
49
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51
52
53
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55
56
57
58

59
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67
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69.5
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72
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76
77.1
78.1
79
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81.1
82.1
83.1
84.1
85.1
86.1
87.1

Mark Stuhlmiller
James Franzek
Debra Park
James Kondziela
Robert Stelianou
William Markel
Douglas Bean
Jodi Osinski
Mike DeHart
John Tracy
Peter Godfrey
Joe Roetter
Andrew Dunbar
Joseph Steinmetz
Jonathan Johnsen
Eric Christensen

Julie Waldron
Stephen Anderson
Dwight Moldenhauer
Peter Rains
Thomas Blanchard
Eugene & Kelly O'Neill
John Buscher
Rick Lewis
John Higgins
John Reinhold
Michael Kraft
Michael Kraft
John Tomczak
Michael Jordan
Robert Kaine
David Woollatt
Craig Bruening
Kirk Dorn
Paul Noel
John Richmond
John Weimer
Carla Young
Sara Creenan
Timothy Hunt
Patrick Neill
Clement Arrison
John Pettis
Stephen Munschauer
Alan Aquilina
Jonathan Graff

88.1
89.1
90.1
92.1
93.1
94.1
95.1
96.1
97.1
98.1
99.1
100.1
101.1
102.1
103.1

Jeffrey Markarian
Bernard Kolber
Trey Barrett
Joe Gambacorta
Howard Hain
Carl Hensler
Peter Egloff
Kimberly Whistler
John Bratek
Ronald Resetarits
Daniel Ward
Richard Scherer
Adam Masters
Steven Molik
James Grenauer

300.1
301.1
303.1
304.1

David Krystaf
Derek Reinhold
Kenneth Bienko
Jeff Markarian

501.1
502.1

Zaid ElNasser
Joe Marynowski

Buffalo Basin Priority 2021
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Jack W. Hunt & Associates, Inc.
The exclusive providers of
the Perfect Transcript™ 
Court Reporting • iPad Realtime 
Photocopying • Video Services

Video Conferencing  

Principals—
Kevin R. Hunt

PC Timothy M. Hunt

716-853-5600

See us on the Web at www.jwhcorp.com

424 Main Street 
Suite 1120 Liberty Building

Buffalo, NY  14202
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Carl Hensler
Carl Hensler
Malcolm Bourne Jr.
Thomas Leising
Alan Aquilina
John Murty
Gerald Gasz
Sandy Vogel
Paul Neureuter
Paul Neureuter
Jeffrey Markarian
William Flaglor
William Flaglor
Irving Barrett
Timothy Hunt
Michael Jordan
Michael Kraft
Robert Fohl
Gregroy Zagon
Stephen Munschauer
Robert Dobmeier
John Montague
Andrew Dunbar
Dr. Emanuel Gambacorta
Dr. Emanuel Gambacorta
Daniel Ward
Daniel Ward
Craig Jones
Peg Leous
Howard Hain
Peter Godfrey
Robert Kaine
John Tomczak
Mark Stuhlmiller
Robert Gage
Jeffrey Hayes
Jeffrey Hayes
Mark Cryan
John Bratek
Kimberly Whistler
Peter Egloff
Peter Egloff
Edward Sippel
Joseph Bellonte
John Tracy
Jonathan Johnsen
Barry Goodin

Point Abino Priority 2021
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James Blount
Richard Scherer
Paul Johnson
Donald Boyd
William Bredenberg
Dwight Moldenhauer
Joseph Gambacorta
Douglas Bean
Roy Jordan
Eugene & Kelly O'Neill
Frank Hayden
Steven Molik
Joseph Schwab Jr.
Joseph Schwab Jr.
John Higgins
Patrick Neill
Merrily Kuhn
Joe Roetter
Jonathan Graff
John Sanderson
Edward Gawarecki
Trey Barrett
Jerry Cataldo
Julie Waldron
Robert Lutz
Kirk Dorn
Paul Noel
John Richmond
John Weimer
Carla Young
John Cosmann 
Vincent Brannigan
Jonathan Wright
Martin Myers
Delbert Voth
Delbert Voth
Wiltold Skala
Joy O'Donnell
Kerry Kraft
Lee Smith
Mark Osinga
Bob Dyer
Stephen Casey
Graham Stubbs
Rene Bouchard
Rene Bouchard
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Our family had the most wonderful 
time last night preparing and enjoy-
ing the coq au vin dinner. The pack-
aging, step by step instructions and 
excellent entree choice made for an 
easy to create feast that tasted as if 
it took hours to make. We really en-
joyed the wine tutorial. Plus, the wine 
was perfect with the meal. 

Thanks to everyone involved. Your 
many hands made light work for the 
rest of us. We hope to be able to do it 
again sometime. 

Our granddaughter, Stella Timms, 
had a great time chopping veggies 
and stirring the sauce. She may not 
have been so eager to enjoy the meal 
if she hadn’t helped to prepare it. 

We had a formal setting with candle-
light. 

A perfect evening!

Susan Uba ( with the help of daugh-
ter Anne Timms and granddaughter 
Stella )

Virtual Cooking Class

Above: a couple of throwback photos 
of the Snowbirds, Canada’s areobatic 
team showing off over the Niagara riv-
er and our club September 19, 2018. 
Quite the show. Below: electronic cam-
eras sometimes puzzle me. 

Opposite page: Top:tree raising cere-
mony this year was virtual.Middle:Flag 
Bridge completed the toast in person 
after raising the tree. Another photo 
on cover shows the new power pedes-
tals lit up. Bottom: Merilee at take out.
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