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From the Commodore
As I take the helm for 2019, I can’t
help but be thankful for the other
volunteers on the Board and on the
various committees. Many hands
make for lighter work.
That was certainly the case during
our shut-down. While a HUGE thank
you goes to Fleet Captain Doug Bienko for his oversight and labor during
the shut-down, we also had quite a
few other members help out, as they
could. I’m always impressed with the
variety of skills contained within our
membership. The result is we now
have a new floor in the lower deck
men’s room, a refinished upper deck
dance floor, a new stove and a new
floor in the kitchen. All of which was
followed by a thorough cleaning to
remove the dirt and dust. The crew
did a great job of making everything
shiny and clean for the re-opening.
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While most of us never notice these
types of items, they are vital parts of
our club. Several of these items had
been on the club’s wish list for several
years and finally accomplished this
year with existing Capital Projects
funding. Thanks to everyone who
helped and thanks to our membership and their patience while this
work was executed.
As you may have noticed, we’ve a
little wind recently. Fortunately, only
minimal damage was sustained. A
tree fell on the power lines near the
pool in Pt. Abino. By falling on the
power lines this stared a domino effect. The tree fell on the lines -->

the lines pulled down the utility pole
--> the utility pole fell on the corner
of our roof. Luckily, this was minor
damage and only cost about $1000
to repair. Given the pieces in play in
this incident, we were lucky to avoid
more significant damage. There
were no issues with the main clubhouse at Porter Ave. or the docks at
either facility.
Speaking of possible issues, one item
that recently came to my attention
was our policy in the dining room
concerning large parties. If you have
a table of more than eight people,
COMMODORE — continued on page 2
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the table will be combined in to one
check. However, you may ask the
server to evenly split the check across
multiple people, including across multiple credit cards for non-members.
This is a common policy across many
restaurants and clubs. The reason for
this policy is that servers have a hard
time with larger groups as couples
may not sit together and people tend
to move around at parties. This becomes especially difficult when some
of the guests are non-members that
the servers can’t identify. Unfortunately, this has occasionally resulted
in guests leaving without addressing
their checks.
On a brighter note, as Spring has now
arrived and the various committees
are hard at work on preparations
for the coming season. This includes
the start of High School Sailing, work
parties for the two facilities and real
parties for everyone at both facilities.
Please remember that every member may use the facilities and attend
the parties in both the U.S. and Canada. You do not need to be a slip
holder or even a boater to visit the
facilities in Point Abino. Please check
your email and the club calendar for
upcoming events. I know we have a
variety of events. There’s something
for everyone! See you all soon.

MEMBERSHIP
The following new members joined
the Buffalo Yacht Club since the last
issue of the BINNACLE:
Active: Frank Hayden, Magdalena
Jaworska;
Social: Ann Lawless Howe, Mark
Brammer, Tom Burns, Ben Frasier,
Anne Noble;
Crew: Alexander Schimert.
Change of classification accepted
from:
Active to Retired Active: John Pettis,
Stephen Munschauer;
Social to Non-Resident: Jack Quinlan.
Resignations accepted with regret
from:
Active: Karen Manion;
Social: Joan & Ed Eschner, Judy
Wilkins, John Angelbeck;
Non-Resident: Ken Wyman, Mary
Durward, William Gorenflo, Matthew
Hostetler;
Associate: Mary D’Ambrosia;
Intermediate: Jimmy Stelianou;
Junior: Evan Doud.
We mourn the deaths of: Thomas
Gaffney, Susan Bean, Vincent Dunn,
P/C Arthur Smith, Hilda Neureuter

Above and right, ice had taken over the basin, gone soon we hope.
When disaster strikes, wouldn’t you like to be
insured by someone local, who knows boats?

We Know Boats!
Marine Insurance — Since 1904

Stevens Marine
Insurance Agency
a division of Vanner Insurance Agency

11 Pinchot Court, Suite 100, Amherst, NY 14228
716-688-8888
www.vannerinsurance.com
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Contact Peter Stevens
(pstevens@stevensagency.com)
for personal attention
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Vice Commodore comments

After a winter that seemed like it
would never end spring has finally
arrived. The club reopened on February 13th after three weeks of intensive reconditioning and repairs.
We were closed a bit longer than
we anticipated because of especially
harsh weather that kept some of our
workers away. But, the wait was
worth it! We have two brand new
convection ovens in the kitchen replacing our tired old stove and flat
top. The kitchen staff is ecstatic with
the new equipment which makes for
more consistent cooking.
After talking about it for over 20
years we finally have a new kitchen
floor. It was replaced with a cutting
edge surface more conducive to the
wear and tear a working kitchen is
subjected to. It is a huge improvement over the tile floor that we had
previously. And, since it is a softer
surface it is kinder to the staff who
spend many hours on their feet each
day.
The upper deck dance floor was
also refinished and it looks great.
We owe a huge thank you to Fleet
Captain Doug Bienko who spent the
better part of three weeks installing
a new porcelain floor in the lower
deck men’s room. While doing that
task he was called upon to assist with
all the other jobs that needed to be
done during the shutdown. His help
was invaluable.
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The bone china that we ordered for
the dining room has arrived and is a
great improvement over the somewhat dated dishes that we were using. When you come in for a meal
make sure you notice the oversized
bright white plates with a blue and
gold BYC logo that your meal is
served on.
Speaking of dining, we’ve missed
many of you in our dining room since
we’ve reopened. I know that the
weather has not been conducive to
going out for a meal, but spring is
now upon us. Our food is better than
ever. The folks who have been in will
attest to that. The kitchen has never
been more creative or consistent and
our prices are lower than the other
restaurants in town. Besides that,
everyone here knows your name!
So please come and see us. Be it
for lunch, a burger at the bar, or a
special dinner. We need your support in order to be successful in the
dining room and lounge. We know
that there are all kinds of options out
there, but no other place offers the
million dollar view, fabulous food,
excellent service and camaraderie
that YOUR club has to offer. Bring
in your friends, coworkers and family
so that they can see how special it is
to be a member of the Buffalo Yacht
Club.

Upcoming events:
April
3 - Law Enforcement
Night
5 - First Friday
12 - Light the Night
13 - Annual Children’s Easter Party
21 - Easter Buffet
24 - CPR/First Aid Course
27 - Porter Work Party
May

3 - First Friday
4 - Pt. Abino Work Party
4 - Derby Day Party &
New Member Welcome
10 - Fleet Night
12 - Mother’s Day Buffet
16 - General Meeting
19 - Commodore’s Breakfast
27 - Memorial Day – Office Closed
June

7 - First Friday
14 – Island Party
22-26 - Interclub Cruise
(Erie Dover)
July

4 - July 4th – Office Closed
4-7 - Pt. Abino: Members
Only Weekend
4-7 - Tall Ships
5 - First Friday
6 - Tall Ship’s Captain’s
Buffet
27 - Pt. Abino: Smokin’
Buddha Food Truck
Left and above:Safe boating course
was well attended.
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Rear Commodore Comments
Spring’s here and we’ve got our
sights set on getting the basin ready.
We have had some issues with the
pump out/septic systems on the lake
front side of the Pt Abino Station.
At this point, we are still in the process of cleanup and remediating the
contamination found in our system.
We’re hoping to have everything
wrapped up by mid-May by the time
the basin opens.
The contaminations found last fall
will lead to a new and different approach to the way our members use
our pump out facilities. We will not
have a final handle on the impact
until we get direction from the Ministry of Environment. It does appear
that we will have to have an employee as an attendant during the
pump out process, which means we
will most likely have to set specific
times pump outs are available. More
to follow, once we know what the
MOE dictates to us.
We had a lot of damage from the
70 mph wind storm on February
24th. The large tree in the corner of
the pool the emergency phone was
mounted to came down and took a
hydro pole down in back of the Big
House. The tree is cleaned up, pole
replaced, and phone and hydro wires
restored.
Plans are in place to get the basin
ready with a dock installation set for
April 6th and a work party set for
May 4th. Hope to see you all there
to help get us ready for a great 2019
season.
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Top: your 2019 Board of Directors Bottom Left: Charlie inducted to the Order
of the Blue Gavel, Right: PC Group hangs his photo on the newly formatted
wall Below are Flag Officers with Commodore Barry.

4/1/2019 2:29:14 PM

THE BINNACLE
THE BINNACLE
THE BINNACLE

Page 5
Page 5
Page 5

Fleet Captain Comments
Fleet Captain Comments
Fleet
Comments
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Become a Binnacle Advertiser!
This size ad for four quarterly issues will
cost you $450—single issues available too!

Contact Mike at the BYC Office
accounting@buffaloyachtclub.org
716.883.5900x2
Other sizes and options available!
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Story of a shutdown

by the editor
The shutdown began with many
hands, most very surprised by the
absolute great start by our fine staff
under the direction of our superb
General Manager Sam DePasquale.
The dining room was covered by
tarps, and plywood that was bought
by Jeff Hayes, who lent it to the club
for the purpose of protecting the floor
from any mishaps during the project
– thanks Jeff (more on Mr. Hayes
later). They had moved most everything that was not bolted down or
connected to pipe to the dining room
in advance of our early Sunday start.
Members Ed Gawarecki, Dwight
Moldenhauer, Jonathan Johnsen, Eric
Christensen, Commodore and Caitlin Barry, Jason Dziadzio, along with
employees Mike Scheid, George Freiberg, Jr., William Miller, Mike Massey,
Patty Spinelli, Chef Kadrian, Sous
Chef Dave, and of course Sam.
We were pleasantly surprised to be
out of there by noon, after disconnecting plumbing, electrical connections (thanks Jason) and gas lines,
emptying the kitchen of everything
but two large steam tables that were
too big to fit through the doors without disassembly. Those were moved
to one side of the kitchen to allow
the dish room and 80% of the kitchen to be done.
The contractor moved along pretty
well considering the weather we had,
losing a few days, and pushing the
opening back a couple of days. All of
the kitchen was stripped to the subfloor and covered with a new layer of
plywood to ensure a flat and smooth
surface for the new membrane. The
floor is a fantastic upgrade over
the old quarry tile that was cracking, with tiles popping and was not
close to waterproof, any spills going
directly to the ceiling(and whatever
was below that) under the floor. I
needed those days as well, to reinstall
all of the plumbing, gas pipes, electrical (Jason) and fixtures we removed,
and the bathroom floor was a bit
bigger than I have ever done before
– of course only my third tile job. I
really have to thank Ed Gawarecki
who did a yeoman’s job on the margins of the floor to make my job so
much easier, my brother Ken, and
nephew Ken Jr for their help with the
tile. Sam was also shanghaied for a
couple of days, much to my delight,
working with an Italian guy who
knew less than me about tile! Thanks
again to Jeff Hayes who sent a man
out to install cove base in the bath
which really finished the job well.
Ed also was on hand to cut all of the
doors due to the new thresholds installed with the floor,
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and replaced some hinges that were
worn out – I don’t think I’ve ever
seen hinges wear out except at my
previous employment.
George and I installed three waterless urinals in the up and down men’s
rooms, with a nod to our responsibility to the environment given our recreational pursuits. They seem to be
working well. We also installed new
faucets in the kitchen sinks, needed
as the new plumbing installed would
have made reconnecting the old
equipment problematic.
MP Carroll did a great job on the
dance floor, done in four days.
And of course thanks to the entire
membership, who provided the funds
to accomplish these much needed
upgrades.

"Serving the Buffalo Boating Community for 46 years"

RCR
YACHTS

SALES • SERVICE • DOCKING • STORAGE
Dealers for
• Beneteau
RCR Buffalo Marina:
• J/boats
284 FUHRMANN BLVD., BUFFALO, NY 14203
• Back Cove
(716) 856-6314

www.rcryachts.com
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Point Abino Basin 2019

G11

3/6/2019

G10

Key:
Guest Dock
Temp
P.A. Slip Holder

Flaglor, Bill

NN6
NN5
NN4
NN3
NN2
NN1

Vacant Slip
Dual Slips

G9

Barge

Assigned slips Open

N24
N23
N22

VACANT
VACANT
VACANT

S1
S2
S3

O'Donnell, Joy
Godfrey, Peter

S4
S5

Jordan, Mike
Bourne, Malcom

S6
S7

Del Voth
Hain, Howard

S8
S9

Whistler, Kimberly
Skala Alla

S10
S11

Brannigan, Vince
Neureuter, Paul
Goodin, Barry
Bratek, John
VACANT
Leous, Peg

S12
S13
S14
S15
S16
S17

OPEN (T)

N21

VACANT

N20
N19

Markarian, Jeff
Aquilina, Alan

Kraft, Mike
Fohl, Robert

S18
S19

N18
N17
N16
N15

VACANT
Boyd, Donald
Sherer, Richard
Zagon, Greg

Ward, Dan
Bratek, John (T)
Vogel, Sandy
Montague, John

S20
S21
S22
S23

VACANT
Myers, Martin
Kraft, Kerry
Murty, Jack
Hensler, Carl
Munschauer, Steve

S24
S25
S26
S27
S28
S29

N14 OPEN (Flaglor) T
Gage, Bob
N13
Vallone, Charles
N12
N11
Crossman, Kim
Gambacorta, Phil
N10
Jones, Craig
N9
Kaine, Robert
N8
N7
Leising, Tom
N6
N5

Gambacorta, Emanuel
Bredenberg, Bill

N4
N3
N2

Dunbar, Andrew
Hayes, Jeff
Egloff, Peter

N1
G8
G7

Stuhlmiller, Mark

G6
G5

Buffalo Priority 2019
Joseph Gelsomino, Sr. 1
John Radziwon
2
James Christensen 3
Thomas Leising
4.1
Robert Miller
5
Claudette Eggert 6
Claudette Eggert 6.5
Laurence Beahan 7
Paul Neureuter
8
Frederick Cohen 9
John Murty
10
Thomas Morsheimer 11.1
Roy Jordan
12
Michael Ryan
13
John Sanderson
14
Charles Obersheimer 15
Joseph Gelsomino, Jr. 16
John Cosmann
17
Robert Fohl
18
Robert Lutz
19
Douglas Bienko
20
Paul Johnson
21
Richard Ham
22
Thomas Tepas
23
James Atkinson
24
William Flaglor
25
Michael Sendor
26
William Bredenberg 27
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Bellonte, Joe
Hunt, Tim
Golden, Steve

T16
T15
T14
T13
T12
T11
T10
T9

Ed Sipple
Don't Assign
Wiesen
Hayden (T)
Gasz, Gerald
Flaglor
Tomczak
Schwarts
Bellonte
Gambacorta
Hayes
Tracy
Eggloff
Eckel
Ward
Bouchard
20'
25'

Tom Lewin
28
Tom Lewin
29
William Roche
30
Robert Gage
31
Michael McGee
32
Timothy Hunt
33
Jerry Cataldo
34
Emmanuel Gambacorta 35
George Anderson 36
Edward Gawarecki 37
Robert Dobmeier 38
Michael Barry
39
Jeffrey Hayes
40
Peter Johnson
41
Mark Dadd
42
Paul Grenauer
43
James Grenauer 44.1
Merrily Kuhn
45
Mark Stuhlmiller 46
James Franzek
47
Roswell Park
48
James Kondziela 49
Robert Stelianou 50
William Markel
51
Douglas Bean
52
Jodi Osinski
53.1
Gregory Fierle
54
Mike Dehart
55
John Tracy
56

T8
T7
T6
T5
T4
T3
T2
T1

Dobmeier, Ro

S30

Bergantz
Cryan, Mark

S31
S32

Wright, Jona

S33

Ligouri
Johnson, Pau

S34
S35

Blount
Barrett, Irving
Bouchard
Smith, Lee

S36
S37
S38
S39

Pump Out
Pump Out

Peter Bloom
57
Peter Godfrey
58
Joe Roetter
59
Joe Roetter
59.5
Andrew Dunbar 60
Joseph Steinmetz 61
Jonathan Johnsen 62
Eric Christensen
63
Julie Waldron
64
Stephen Anderson 65
Dwight Moldenhauer 66
Peter Rains
67
Thomas Blanchard 68
Eugene O'Neill
69
John Buscher
70
Rick Lewis
71
Robert Liguori
72
John Higgins
73
Patrick Neill
74
Tom Hauser
75
John Reinhold
76
Clement Arrison 77
John Pettis
78
Ted Johnson
79
Michael Kraft
80
Stephen Munschauer 81
Alan Aquilina
82
Jonathon Graff
83
Jeffrey Markarian 84
Bernard Kolber
85

David Straitiff
86
Philip Gambacorta 87
Trey Barrett
88
Joe Gambacorta 89
Howard Hain
90
Carl Hensler
91
John Tomczak
92
Paul Joseph Koessler 93
Peter Egloff
94
Kimberly Whistler 95
John Bratek
96
Ronald Resetarits 97
Michael Jordan
98
Daniel Ward
99
Robert Kaine
100
Stephen Golden 101
Richard Scherer
102
Adam Masters
103
David Woolatt
104
David Krystaf
300
Derek Reinhold
301
Brian Markarian

John Tracy
43
Jonathan Johnsen 44.1
Barry Goodin
45
Thomas Morsheimer 46.1
George Bergantz 47
James Blount
48
Richard Scherer
49
David Eckel
50
Jonathan Graff
51.1
John Sanderson
52.1
Edward Gawarecki 53.1
Trey Barrett
55.1
Jerry Cataldo
56.1
David Straitiff
57.1
Julie Waldron
58.1
Robert Liguori
59
Paul Johnson
60
Charles Vallone
61
Donald Boyd
62
James Bredenberg 63
Robert Lutz
64.1
Dwight Moldenhauer 65
Joseph Gambacorta 66
Douglas Bean
67
D. Ronald Rosser 68
John Cosman
69
Roy Jordan
70
Gregory Fierle
71
Eugene O'Neill
72
Frank Hayden
73
Vincent Brannigan 401
Jonathan Wright 402
Martin Myers
403
Delbert Voth
404
Witold Skala
405
Joy O'Donnell
406
Kerry Kraft
407
Kim Crossman
408
Irina Schwartz
409
Lee Smith
410
Rene Bouchard
501
Rene Bouchard
501.5

Abino Priority 2019
Carl Hensler
1
Malcolm Bourne Jr. 2
Thomas Leising
3
Alan Aquilina
4
John Murty
5
Gerald Gasz
6
Sandy Vogel
7
Paul Neureuter
8
Jeffrey Markarian 9
William Flaglor
10
William Flaglor
10.5
Irving Barrett
11
Timothy Hunt
12
Michael Jordan
13
Michael Kraft
14
Richard Wiesen
15
Vince Dunn
16
Robert Fohl
17
Gregroy Zagon
18
Stephen Munschauer 19
Robert Dobmeier 20
John Montague
21
Andrew Dunbar 22
Dr. Emanuel Gambacorta 23
Dr. Emanuel Gambacorta 23.5
Philip Gambacorta 24
Daniel Ward
25
Daniel Ward
25.5
Craig Jones
26
Peg Leous
27
Howard Hain
28
Peter Godfrey
29
Robert Kaine
30
John Tomczak
31
Mark Stuhlmiller 32
Robert Gage
33
Jeffrey Hayes
34
Jeffrey Hayes
34.5
Mark Cryan
35
Stephen Golden 36
John Bratek
37
Kimberly Whistler 38
Peter Egloff
39
Peter Egloff
39.5
Edward Sippel
40
Joseph Bellonte
41
Joseph Bellonte
41.5
Joe Koessler
42.1
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Above : archives project photos
courtesy Mr Weisen Above left:
locations of clubhouse through
the years - Left: iceboating, both
photos from The First 125 years,
history and lore of the Buffalo
Yacht Club

First to do LASIK & Laser Cataract surgery
in Western New York!

Jack W. Hunt & Associates, Inc.
The exclusive providers of
the Perfect Transcript™
Court Reporting • iPad Realtime
Photocopying • Video Services
Video Conferencing
Principals—

Set your sails for clearer vision!
We are always accepting new patients
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Kevin R. Hunt
PC Timothy M. Hunt

Modern Dentistry
in the Heart of Snyder
4498 Main St 839.1546 Mike & Michelle Augello

716-853-5600
424 Main Street
Suite 1120 Liberty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202

See us on the Web at www.jwhcorp.com
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Buffalo Yacht Club Archives Project

Richard A. Wiesen 18 Feb 2019
Really!! Who Would Have Guessed?
A group of members have been sorting documents, artifacts and drawings stored for many years in the attic
of the clubhouse and in the closets of
members. The documents are being
organized, cataloged and placed in
archival quality boxes giving them a
layer of protection from dirt and sunlight.
The effort began in the fall of 2014
following a discussion in the Future
Planning Committee reviewing priorities for the Club. PC C. Obersheimer was chair at the time. Three
members of that committee volunteered to look in the attic to see the
extent of historical documents accumulated there and other spots in the
clubhouse. They found 25 or more
cartons, a couple of filing cabinets
and several dozen rolls of architectural drawings.
A proposal was written to the members of the FPC that a subcommittee
be formed under the name Buffalo
Yacht Club Archives Project to sort,
file and store important historical
documents. Ultimately, the documents would be available to members for reference since much of the
recent history of the club is in those
files. That subcommittee became
the Archives Project Steering Committee (PC T. Blanchard, T. Johnson.,
G. Stange, PC R. Stelianou, PC M.
Stuhlmiller, and PC R. Wiesen). Tom
Gaffney was one of the original three
and he worked so effectively and
with such enthusiasm on the Project.
His absence is a huge loss.
The first year or so was spent looking
in each box, drawer and roll of drawings to create a

rough table of contents while discarding obvious duplications. For
example, how many copies do we
need of the 1969 Master Plan for the
Point Abino Station? Answer: Three
at most. At the same time thought
was given to how the material might
be organized, how it might be better
protected and preserved. And how
much all of this would cost?
Part of what was found were bound
volumes of The Rudder magazine--two dozen volumes running from
the turn of the century to 1930. No
one contacted knew how the Club
came to own the books but were
clear that having them in the attic
did not seem prudent. An independent appraiser was hired to appraise
the collection. The FPC recommended to the Board that the collection
be offered for sale to members using
rules specified in the constitution.
An auction with a minimum bid was
established by the Board, the announcement posted and a bid received. The Board accepted the bid
of members and the money became
earmarked to cover the expenses for
the Archives Project. Incidentally,
the collection was then donated to
the Buffalo Maritime Center and is
now in their library. The funds have
been used to purchase archival quality boxes and acid free folders. To
date there are some 30 boxes in the
archives containing over 300 folders of club records. Each such folder
and box in entered into the Archives
Catalog.
Sorting, cataloging and filing the
records is only part of the task. Discussions with the FPC and the Board
have been dealing with how the
catalog would be made available
to members and how the increasing
collection of digital files will be

integrated into the Archives. Some
will remember stories of the devastating fire in the clubhouse in the
1950s in which the third floor of the
building was lost and not rebuilt. The
Club might well ask if more could be
done for the Archives beyond storing them on steel shelves in the attic.
Various options are under discussion.
The members actively engaged in
this process often smile at what has
been found—hand written minutes
of the Board dating to the early
20th century for one. Copies of the
NYS waiver of Building Code needed
for major renovations of the kitchen
and installation of the elevator in
1988. Some of many photographs
have been printed and mounted in
the dining room by PC C. Hensler
and the House Committee. There is
a rather robust collection of the Binnacle, the club quarterly--over 270
issues dating back 100 years. These
are a very important window into
the history of the Buffalo Yacht Club.
There are gaps in the collection but
we are actively seeking remedies. Do
you know a member with a cache of
old issues of the Binnacle?
There remains a number of unresolved issues and many files to sort.
The Steering Committee hopes to
address each issue in a way that is effective and cost efficient. The process
to date has not incurred any expense
beyond the purchase of supplies and
that expense has been supported by
funds from the auction.
If you as a Club member feel that
you can contribute to this project,
please call one the Committee members. If you have “stuff” and wonder
if it might be part of the Archives,
call one of the Committee members.
This is your Club and this is part of
our History.
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Fleet Captain surveying club water side.

Above: iceboating, your editor finally
got to try it - what a blast!
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